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Novel Sets to Integrate During Reading 

Call It Courage, by Armstrong Sperry 

Island of the Blue Dolphins, by Scott O’Dell 

The Legend of Jimmy Spoons, by Kristiana Gregory 

Navajo Long Walk, by Nancy M. Armstrong 

Who Was Sacagawea? By Judith Bloom Fradin and Dennis Brindell Fradin 

Sing Down The Moon
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Oregon Content Standards Alignment Template—“Hitting the Mark” 
 

Name: 

Curriculum Alignment Template for      (subject area) 

Unit Name: 

Core Standards: 

 

 

 

 

Unit Syllabus     State Standards Covered 

 

 

Anna Meunier; Sarah Flora, 

Social Science 

Oregon Native Americans 

Understand the prehistoric migrations 

from Asia to North America. 
 

Identify and understand the groups living 
in the Oregon territory before European 
exploration, their ways of life and the 

empires they developed. 
 
Gather information from a variety of 

resources to research an Oregon Native 

American group. 

4.1. Identify and describe historic Native 

American Indian groups that lived in 
Oregon prior to contact with Europeans 

and at the time of early European 
exploration, including ways these groups 
adapted to and interacted with the 

physical environment. 
Lessons #1-#11 
 

4.4. Identify the 9 federally recognized 
Oregon tribes and their aboriginal 

boundaries. 
 

1. Burns Paiute Tribe:  http://www.burnspaiute-
nsn.gov 
2. Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua & 
Siuslaw Indians: http://ctclusi.org 
3. Coquille Indian Tribe: 
http://www.coquilletribe.org 
4. Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians: 
http://www.cowcreek.com 
5. The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde: 
http://www.grandronde.org 
6. The Klamath Tribes: 
http://www.klamathtribes.org 
7. The Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians: 
http://ctsi.nsn.us 
8. The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation: http://ctuir.org 
9. The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs: 
http://www.warmsprings.com 
Lesson #2 

(Continued) 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Geography: 5. Apply skills, concepts, and technologies (e.g., maps, GIS, Google Earth) to 

gather, display, and analyze special information.  
Geography: 7. Locate and examine physical and human characteristics of places and 
regions, their impact on developing societies, and their connections and 

interdependence. 
 

http://www.burnspaiute-nsn.gov/
http://www.burnspaiute-nsn.gov/
http://ctclusi.org/
http://www.coquilletribe.org/
http://www.cowcreek.com/
http://www.grandronde.org/
http://www.klamathtribes.org/
http://ctsi.nsn.us/
http://ctuir.org/
http://www.warmsprings.com/


       State Standards Covered 

            (Continued) 
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4.9 Explain the influence of Oregon and 
the Northwest’s physical system on 

humans, including Native Americans. 
Lessons #3 and #4 

 
4.12 Explain how people in Oregon have 
modified their environment and how the 

environment has influenced people’s 
lives. 

Lesson #1-#11 
 
 

 
 

 

 



Oregon Content Standards Alignment Template- “Course Overview” 

Team Members:  Sarah Hamby, Anna Meunier 
 
Course Title:  Oregon Native Americans 
 
Course Objective: 
Geography 
History 
Social Science Analysis 

The learner will: 
 
 Analyze the pre-historic migration from Asia to North America. 
 
 Locate the 6 Native American culture areas of Oregon:  
    
   Lower Columbia 
   Coast 
   Inland Valleys 
   Plataea 
   Great Basin 
   Klamath Lake 
 
 Analyze and evaluate a tribe from each of the 6 culture areas by comparing 

and contrasting their environment, food, clothing, and shelter.       
    
   Chinook 
   Tillamook 
   Takelma 
   Nez Perce 
   Northern Paiute 
   Klamath                                                                                                     
 
 Research to create a model displaying the environment, food, clothing,  
     shelter, tools and transportation for their chosen tribe. 

Page 2 
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These lesson plans were written as a guideline to teach Oregon Native Americans.  The lessons in this unit 

are directly tied to the fourth grade state standards.  The print shop order on the following page is for the 

worksheets needed to teach this unit as written.   

Each lesson should take 30-45 minutes. 

The section marked “Teaching Tips” of the Lesson Plan was inserted to alert you to potential problems that 

could arise in each lesson.  These are problems that were encountered while piloting this unit. 

These lessons are a work in progress.  We would like to add and build upon them from year to year.  If you 

find a problem with any lesson, have another way to teach it, or would like to provide feedback, please feel free 

to contact us: anna.meunier@medford.k12.or.us or sarah.flora@medford.k12.or.us               

Abbreviations Key 

OH Overhead 

WS Worksheet 

TE Teacher’s Edition 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:anna.meunier@medford.k12.or.us
mailto:sarah.flora@medford.k12.or.us
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Publication Print shop Order for worksheets needed to teach map unit. 

Number of 
copies needed 

Page # Color Hole punched Back to Back Stapled Overhead 
Needed 

 WS #1 (Land Bridge)         

 WS #2 (NA Culture 

Map) 
       

 WS #3 (Retrieval 

Chart) 
       

 WS #4 (Tillamook)         

 WS #5 (Chinook)         

 WS #6 (Takelma)         

 WS #7 (Klamath)        

 WS #8 (N. Paiute)         

 WS #9 (Nez Perce)        

 WS #10 (NA 

Environment Scoring 
Guide) 

       

 WS #11 (Supplies 

Letter) 
       

 WS #12 (Research WS)        

10 WS #13 (Tillamook)     Bound in book  

10 WS #14 (Chinook)     Bound in book  

10 WS #15 (Takelma)     Bound in book  

10 WS #16 (Klamath)     Bound in book  

10 WS #17 (N. Paiute)     Bound in book  

10 WS #18 (Nez Perce)     Bound in book  

1 WS #19 (Flip Chart 

Tillamook) 
Index   Bound in book  
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1 WS #20 (Flip Chart 

Chinook) 
Index   Bound in book  

1 WS #21 (Flip Chart 

Takelma)  
Index   Bound in book  

1 WS #22 (Flip Chart 

Klamath) 
Index   Bound in book  

1 WS #23 (Flip Chart N. 

Paiute) 
Index   Bound in book  

1 WS #24 (Flip Chart 

Nez Perce) 
Index   Bound in book  

1 WS #25 (Flip Chart 

Nez Perce) 

Index   Bound in book  

  

Northern Hemisphere Northern Hemisphere 
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Day Objectives Lesson Plan Materials: 
 

Teaching Tip Curriculum 
Integration 

1 Analyze the 
pre-historic 
migration 
from Asia to 
North 
America. 

As an introduction to Native Americans, read and discuss three 
Oregon Native American legends about how they came to live in 
North America. 
 
Preview Legends before reading. 
 
Northern Paiute Legend: 
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/Coyote-Paiute.html 
 
Chinook Legend: 
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/Chinook-Creation-Story-
Chinook.html 
 
Nez Perce Legend: 
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-
Legends/CoyoteCreatesHumanBeings-NezPerce.html 
 
 
Watch CD-ROM: Native Americans People of the Northwest Coast 
Go to “History” 
Click on “Origin & Migration” 
Watch: Bering Land Bridge Movie 
 
This video may also be viewed on “You Tube” at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beKxz_2UtMA 
or go to “You Tube” and search “Northwest Native Americans.”  
Select “Native American’s People of the Northwest Coast.” 
This part of the movie is from 3:55-6:02. 
 
 
 

CD-ROM 
Native 
Americans 
People of the 
Northwest 
Coast 
 
Color 
Land Bridge 
OH. 
(OH#1) 
 
Land Bridge  
(WS#1) 
 
Colored 
Pencils 

Spend some 
time looking 
around this CD.  
There is tons of 
stuff that can 
be used as a 
supplement for 
this unit. 

 

http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/Coyote-Paiute.html
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/Chinook-Creation-Story-Chinook.html
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/Chinook-Creation-Story-Chinook.html
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/CoyoteCreatesHumanBeings-NezPerce.html
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/CoyoteCreatesHumanBeings-NezPerce.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beKxz_2UtMA
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Go to: 
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/paleo/parcs/atlas/beringia/lbridge.html 
This site animates how the land bridge was formed. 
 
 
Go to: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Bering_Strait.jpeg 
This site shows an incredible satellite photo of the land bridge today.     
 
Discuss OH#1.  It is a color version of the student’s WS#1. 
Students complete the Land Bridge WS#1. 
 

2  Locate the six 
Native 
American 
culture areas 
of Oregon. 

Students complete the Native American Culture Area WS (WS#2). Native 
American 
Culture Area 
WS. 
(WS#2) 
 
Colored 
Pencils 

  

3 Analyze and 
evaluate a 
tribe from 
each of the six 
culture areas 
by comparing 
and 
contrasting 
their 
environment, 
food, clothing, 
and shelter. 

Break the students into six groups, one 
group per Native American tribe: 
  

1. Tillamook                      
2. Chinook                        
3. Takelma 
4. Klamath   
5. Northern Paiute 
6. Nez Perce  
            

Use OH#2 Native American Culture Map to show where each tribe 
actually lived.  The Chinook Area and Northern Paiute Area include all 

Native 
American 
Culture Map 
(OH#2) 
 
Native 
American  
Retrieval 
Chart  
(WS#3) 
 
Tillamook 

Not enough 
room on 
retrieval chart 
for complete 
sentences. 
Students must 
write notes. 

Note taking 

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/paleo/parcs/atlas/beringia/lbridge.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Bering_Strait.jpeg
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of the tribes listed in the region.  The Tillamook, Nez Perce, Takelma, 
and Klamath are actual tribes within their region. 
 
Each group completes the retrieval chart (WS#3) for its assigned 
Native American tribe.    Use Native American Group Newsletters, 
(WS#4–#9) to research and take notes on the tribe’s environment, 
climate, food, clothing, and shelter. 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter 
(WS#4) 
 
Chinook 
Newsletter 
(WS#5) 
 
Takelma 
Newsletter 
(WS#6) 
 
Klamath 
Newsletter 
(WS#7) 
 
Northern 
Paiute 
Newsletter 
(WS#8) 
 
Nez Perce 
Newsletter 
(WS#9) 
 
Highlighters 
 

4 Analyze and 
evaluate a 
tribe from 
each of the six 
culture areas 
by comparing 
and 

The groups will report the notes from their retrieval chart back to the 
class.  The teacher records information on an overhead retrieval 
chart (OH#3) while other students record information on their 
retrieval chart. 
 
Use Teacher’s Key of Retrieval Chart (TE#1) if students missed 
recording information from Native American Group Newsletters. 

Completed 
Native 
American 
Retrieval 
Chart 
(WS#3) 
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contrasting 
their 
environment, 
food, clothing, 
and shelter. 

 
Once the chart is full, students compare and contrast the six tribes.  
 
Students write a paragraph identifying which tribe they would most 
want to live with and explaining why. 

Retrieval 
Chart 
(OH#3) 
 
Teacher’s 
Key: Retrieval 
Chart 
(TE #1) 

5 Research to 
create a 
model 
displaying the 
environment, 
food, clothing, 
shelter, tools, 
and 
transportation 
for their 
chosen tribe. 

Introduce the Native American Model project. 
 
Show the pictures of sample environments built by other students.  
Explain they will also make their own environment after researching 
about their chosen tribe. 
 
Review Native American Environment Scoring Guide (WS#10). 
 
Hand out & discuss supplies letter (WS#11) 

Sample 
Environment 
Photos 
(TE#2) 
 
Native 
American 
Environment 
Scoring Guide 
(WS#10) 
 
Supplies 
Letter 
(WS#11) 

  

6, 7 
& 8 

Research to 
create a 
model 
displaying the 
environment, 
food, clothing, 
shelter, tools, 
and 
transportation 
for their 
chosen tribe. 

Students record their retrieval chart information onto the Research 
Worksheet (WS#12) before beginning research with Native American 
Classroom Books.   
 
Use  CD-ROM: Native Americans People of the Northwest Coast 
to research.  There are several items covered that the Chinook & 
Tillamook can use.  There are other items that would interest all 
groups, like how they cut trees down etc.  Preview the materials 
before sharing with students.  The Chinook and Tillamook did not 
carve elaborate totem poles like the ones in the movie.  Those tribes 
were much farther north. 

Native 
American 
Research 
Worksheet 
(WS#12) 
 
Indians In 
Oregon 
Today 
curriculum 
pages 53-62 

Classroom 
books can be 
printed in black 
and white and 
copied for the 
student to use 
as packets.  
 
Students must 
be reminded to 
PARAPHRASE 
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This is the same movie used earlier in Lesson #1.  It can be found on 
“You Tube” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beKxz_2UtMA . 
Or go to “You Tube” and search “Northwest Native Americans.” 
Select “Native Americans People of the Northwest Coast.” 
Native American snares, cutting trees down, stripping bark, and 
basket weaving can be viewed between 9:59-14:09 minutes. 
Fishing can be viewed between 14:30-15:33 minutes. 
 
Wondering what the Chinook Indians looked like?  See the link below 
for Lewis & Clark’s description of what they looked like on their first 
meeting with the Chinook on March 19, 1806. 
Be sure to paraphrase and censor for content. 
 
http://www.infoplease.com/t/hist/lewis-clark-journal/day675.html 
  

For a worksheet showing what the plants looked like that the Native 
Americans used, go to the following link: 
 

http://fauntleroy.net/creek/plantsandpeopleworksheet.pdf 
 
Another resource for students to use for research is the curriculum, 
Indians In Oregon Today, hosted on the Oregon Department of 
Education website.  This curriculum was originally written to be used 
by fourth grade students but is now endorsed for middle and high 
school use.   This curriculum may be downloaded and used without 
copyright infringement.  The curriculum can be downloaded from the 
Oregon Department of Education website at: 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/opportunities/grants/nclb/title_vii/2014-
indians-in-oregon-today----final.pdf 
 
Begin by copying and collating pages 53-62 of the downloaded 
document, Indians In Oregon Today.  I will be referring to the page 
numbers printed on the bottom of the document instead of the page 

(Digital pages 
54-63) 
ODE Website 
 
Native 
American 
Classroom 
Books: 
 
Tillamook 
(WS#13) 
 
Chinook 
(WS#14) 
 
Takelma 
(WS#15) 
 
Klamath 
(WS#16) 
 
Northern 
Paiute 
(WS#17) 
 
Nez Perce 
(WS#18) 
 
CD-ROM: 
Native 
Americans 
People of the 

the 
information, no 
copying word 
for word.  
Discuss 
plagiarism. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beKxz_2UtMA
http://www.infoplease.com/t/hist/lewis-clark-journal/day675.html
http://fauntleroy.net/creek/plantsandpeopleworksheet.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/opportunities/grants/nclb/title_vii/2014-indians-in-oregon-today----final.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/opportunities/grants/nclb/title_vii/2014-indians-in-oregon-today----final.pdf
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numbers of the digital copy because they are not the same.  To print 
the pages from the digital copy, you will have to “print” pages 54-63. 
 
With the class, read “Presentation” and “Indians Are Not The Same” 
at the top of page 53.   
 
The next several pages outline the cultural area of the Oregon Tribes.  
Read the Cultural Area title and skim, scan, and highlight the tribes 
that the students will be researching.  Let them know that they will 
go back and use this information in their individual research. 
 
Review “The Summary of Cultural Areas” map on page 60.  Compare 
how it is like the information that the class collected on the retrieval 
chart.  Discuss added information about each tribe and where you 
could add this important information on the Research Worksheet 
(WS#12). 
 
Read “Differences in Indian Languages” on page 61.  Skip ahead and 
review the map on page 62. 
Show Linguistic Map TE # 
 
Allow the students to read, research, and take notes on the cultural 
area for their tribe on their Research Worksheet. 
 
Students use the Native American Classroom Books to read, research, 
and take notes on their chosen tribe. 
 
Once the students have finished their Native American research and 
have completed their Native American Shelters, you may want to go 
back to the,  Indians In Oregon Today, Curriculum from Lessons 6, 7, 
& 8 to complete some of the other lessons.  It covers information on 
how Oregon Indians have evolved and changed over time and how 
they are still an important part of Oregon today.  The lessons present 

Northwest 
Coast 
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important information that will help your students have a greater 
understanding of the lives of the Oregon Indians.  These lessons will 
fall under the state standard 4.21 Analyze historical accounts related 
to Oregon to understand cause-and-effect. 
 
More information about Oregon’s 9 federally recognized tribes and 
their aboriginal boundaries may be found at their individual websites.  
Be sure to review website content before sharing with fourth grade 
students. 
        1.Burns Paiute Tribe:  http://www.burnspaiute-nsn.gov 

 
2. Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua & Siuslaw 
Indians: http://ctclusi.org 
 
3. Coquille Indian Tribe: http://www.coquilletribe.org 
 
4. Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians: 
http://www.cowcreek.com 
 
5. The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde: 
http://www.grandronde.org 
 
6. The Klamath Tribes: http://www.klamathtribes.org 
 
7. The Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians: http://ctsi.nsn.us 
 
8. The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation: 
http://ctuir.org 
 
9. The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs: 
http://www.warmsprings.com 

http://www.burnspaiute-nsn.gov/
http://ctclusi.org/
http://www.coquilletribe.org/
http://www.cowcreek.com/
http://www.grandronde.org/
http://www.klamathtribes.org/
http://ctsi.nsn.us/
http://ctuir.org/
http://www.warmsprings.com/
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9 Research to 
create a 
model 
displaying the 
environment, 
food, 
clothing, 
shelter, tools, 
and 
transportatio
n for their 
chosen tribe. 

The day before constructing the Native American Environments:  
 
Review the letter of supplies needed.  
 
Set up a table with the supplies you have collected so students have 
an idea of what to bring.  (See photos below) 
 
Brainstorm ways to make the items needed in the environment, such 
as use acorn tops as woven bowls, use a small stick and a rubber band 
to make a bow, etc. 
 
Review sample pictures below (TE#2) from previous lessons pointing 
out materials brought and used by previous students. 

Set up tables of 
supplies 
 
Extra copies of 
letter for 
students who 
need it. 
(WS#11) 
 
 
Sample 
Environment 
Photos 
(TE#2) 

Have extra box 
lids saved for 
students who do 
not bring one. 
 
No toys, plastic 
animals, “Legos”, 
dolls, etc. 
allowed.  No 
people figures 
allowed either, 
students spend 
too much time 
trying to make 
them. 

 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 © Anna Meunier, 2008 
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© Anna Meunier, 2008 © Anna Meunier, 2008 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 © Anna Meunier, 2008 
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10 Research to 
create a 
model 
displaying the 
environment, 
food, clothing, 
shelter, tools, 
and 
transportation 
for their 
chosen tribe. 

The construction of the Native American Environment is best done 
in one entire day.  This gives the students plenty of time to work 
and clean up before going home.  They will work hard all day!   
 
Set your classroom up so the students are sitting with others from 
their chosen tribe.  By being together, they get ideas and help from 
each other.  Have the groups discuss and brainstorm how to build 
their house.  Give each group the flip chart book of the tribe and 
shelter they plan to build. 
 
Have the students create a removable roof so they can create the 
interior of the shelter. 
 
The Native American Environment is the assessment for this unit. 
 

Flip Chart Books 
for each tribe 
(WS #19-
WS#24) 
 
Materials for 
students to use 
 
Hot Glue Guns 
 
Glue Sticks 
 
Native American 
Environment 
Scoring Guide. 
(WS#10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is a great 
day to invite 
your parents 
to stop in and 
help in your 
classroom. 
 
Review Hot 
Glue Gun 
Safety. 
 
Remind 
students to 
move about 
the room 
safely so they 
do not run 
into someone 
else’s 
environment. 
 
Once finished, 
have students 
write their 
name on their 
Native 
American 
Environment 
Scoring Guide 
& leave it on 
top of their 
environment 
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for easier 
grading.  
 
Have a 
counter or 
table set up 
for freebies.  
This is where 
students can 
discard extra 
stuff they 
brought but 
did not use.  
 

11  Culminating Activity:  Invite parents and other classes to your 
classroom to tour your Native American Museum.  As the visitors 
circulate, the students share the items in their Native American 
Environments and answer questions. 

 
 

 

12 Identify the 9 
federally 
recognized 
tribes of 
Oregon. 

 
For a Map of the 9 Federally Recognized Tribes, go to: 

 
http://www.npaihb.org/member_tribes/oregon_member_tribes 
 
Talking Points to share with your students about the 9 federally 
recognized tribes written by the Grande Ronde Tribe: 
 
What Does It Mean to be Federally Recognized? 

 These tribes all have sovereignty 

   

© Anna Meunier, 2008

 
 © Anna Meunier, 2008 

 © Anna Meunier, 2008 

http://www.npaihb.org/member_tribes/oregon_member_tribes
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o Sovereignty: The act of having independent power 

(political, social and economic, or being free.) 

o Sovereignty is a privilege, not a right. 

o The U.S. government recognizes the tribes as self-

governing nations. 

o There is a government-to-government relationship 

between federally recognized tribes and the U.S. 

government. 

 All of these tribes, except for the Warm Springs Tribe, were 

terminated and then had to be restored. 

o Termination: Loss of federal recognition, loss of all 

treaty rights and land. 

o More tribes were terminated in Oregon than in any 

other region in the United States. 

o A total of 63 tribes were terminated in Oregon. 

 

Here is a magazine that you can print and use to help your students 
understand how the Oregon Native Americans live today: 
http://www.tamastslikt.org/userfiles/file/OregonIsIndianCountrySt
udentMag.pdf 
 
 More information about Oregon’s 9 federally recognized tribes 
and their aboriginal boundaries may be found at their individual 
websites.  Be sure to review website content before sharing with 
fourth grade students. 
 

1. Burns Paiute Tribe:  http://www.burnspaiute-nsn.gov 
 
2. Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua & Siuslaw 
Indians: http://ctclusi.org 

http://www.tamastslikt.org/userfiles/file/OregonIsIndianCountryStudentMag.pdf
http://www.tamastslikt.org/userfiles/file/OregonIsIndianCountryStudentMag.pdf
http://www.burnspaiute-nsn.gov/
http://ctclusi.org/
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3. Coquille Indian Tribe: http://www.coquilletribe.org 
 
4. Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians: 
http://www.cowcreek.com 
 
5. The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde: 
http://www.grandronde.org 
 
6. The Klamath Tribes: http://www.klamathtribes.org 
 
7. The Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians: http://ctsi.nsn.us 
 
8. The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation: http://ctuir.org 

 
        9. The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs   
        http://www.warmsprings.com 
 
At this time you may want to go back to the Indians In Oregon 
Today, Curriculum from Lessons 6, 7, & 8 to complete some of the 
other lessons.  It covers information on how Oregon Indians have 
evolved and changed over time and how they are still an important 
part of Oregon today.  The lessons present important information 
that will help your students have a greater understanding of the 
lives of the Oregon Indians.  These lessons will fall under the state 
standard 4.21 Analyze historical accounts related to Oregon to 
understand cause-and-effect. 
 

http://www.coquilletribe.org/
http://www.cowcreek.com/
http://www.grandronde.org/
http://www.klamathtribes.org/
http://ctsi.nsn.us/
http://ctuir.org/
http://www.warmsprings.com/


Lesson Objectives Lesson Plan Materials: 
 

Teaching Tip Curriculum 
Integration 

1 Analyze the 
pre-historic 
migration from 
Asia to North 
America. 

As an introduction to Native Americans, read and discuss three 
Oregon Native American legends about how they came to live in 
North America. 
 
Preview Legends before reading. 
 
Northern Paiute Legend: 
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/Coyote-Paiute.html 
 
Chinook Legend: 
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/Chinook-Creation-Story-
Chinook.html 
 
Nez Perce Legend: 
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-
Legends/CoyoteCreatesHumanBeings-NezPerce.html 
 
 
Watch CD-ROM: Native Americans People of the Northwest Coast 
Go to “History” 
Click on “Origin & Migration” 
Watch: Bering Land Bridge Movie 
This video may also be viewed on “You Tube” at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beKxz_2UtMA 
or go to “You Tube” and search “Northwest Native Americans.”  Select 
“Native American’s People of the Northwest Coast.” 
This part of the movie is from 3:55-6:02. 
 
Go to: 
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/paleo/parcs/atlas/beringia/lbridge.html 
This site animates how the land bridge was formed. 
 

CD-ROM: 
Native 
Americans 
People of the 
Northwest 
Coast 
 
Color 
Land Bridge 
OH 
(OH#1) 
 
Land Bridge  
(WS#1) 
 
Colored 
Pencils 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spend some 
time looking 
around this CD.  
There is tons of 
stuff that can be 
used as a 
supplement for 
this unit. 
 
 

 

http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/Coyote-Paiute.html
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/Chinook-Creation-Story-Chinook.html
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/Chinook-Creation-Story-Chinook.html
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/CoyoteCreatesHumanBeings-NezPerce.html
http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/CoyoteCreatesHumanBeings-NezPerce.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beKxz_2UtMA
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/paleo/parcs/atlas/beringia/lbridge.html


 

Go to: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Bering_Strait.jpeg 
This site shows an incredible satellite photo of the land bridge today.     
 
Discuss OH#1.  It is a color version of the student’s WS#1. 
Students complete the Land Bridge WS#1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Bering_Strait.jpeg
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Lesson Objectives Lesson Plan Materials: 
 

Teaching Tip Curriculum 
Integration 

2 Locate the six 
Native 
American 
culture areas 
of Oregon. 

Students complete the Native American Culture Area WS (WS#2). Native 
American 
Culture Area 
WS. 
(WS#2) 
 
Colored 
Pencils 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



WS#2 

   Lower Columbia    Klamath Lakes 

   Coast    Plateau 

   Inland Valleys    Great Basin 

 

 

 

Name_______________________________________ 

Color the boxes in the key below using a different color for each box.  Color the region on the map the same color 
as the box in the key. 

Natural & Cultural Areas of Oregon 
Lower Columbia 

Plateau 

Great Basin 

Inland  

Valleys 

C
o
a
s
t 

Klamath 

Lakes 

Jay Forest Penniman, cartographer. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 
Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 



 

Lesson Objectives Lesson Plan Materials: 
 

Teaching Tip Curriculum 
Integration 

3 Analyze and 
evaluate a 
tribe from each 
of the six 
culture areas 
by comparing 
and 
contrasting 
their 
environment, 
food, clothing, 
and shelter. 

Break the students into six groups, one 
group per Native American tribe: 
  

1. Tillamook                      
2. Chinook                         
3. Takelma 
4. Klamath                   
5.     Northern Paiute 
6.     Nez Perce 

 
Use OH#2 Native American Culture Map to show where each tribe 
actually lived.  The Chinook Area and Northern Paiute Area include all 
of the tribes listed in the region.  The Tillamook, Nez Perce, Takelma, 
and Klamath are actual tribes within their region. 
 
Each group completes the retrieval chart (WS#3) for its assigned 
Native American tribe.    Use Native American Group Newsletters, 
(WS#4–#9) to research and take notes on the tribe’s environment, 
climate, food, clothing, and shelter. 
 
 

Native 
American 
Culture Map 
(OH#2) 
 
 
Native 
American  
Retrieval Chart  
WS 
(WS#3) 
 
Tillamook 
Newsletter 
(WS#4) 
 
Chinook 
Newsletter 
(WS#5) 
 
Takelma 
Newsletter 
(WS#6) 
 
Klamath 
Newsletter 
(WS#7) 
 
Northern 
Paiute 
Newsletter 
(WS#8) 

Not enough 
room on 
retrieval chart 
(WS #3) for 
complete 
sentences. 
Students must 
write notes. 

Note taking 



 

(Continued) 
Nez Perce 
Newsletter 
(WS#9) 
 
Highlighters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Climate & 
Environment 

Shelter Food 
 

Clothing 

Chinook 
 

    

Tillamook 
 

    

Takelma 
 

    

Klamath 
 

    

Nez Perce 
 

    

Northern Paiute 
 

    

Name:     Oregon Native American Cultures 

WS#3 Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 
(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 



Special Points of 

Interest: 

 Men favored 

wearing cone- 

shaped shells 

through the 

cartilage under 

their nose.  

Both men and 

women wore 

jewelry in their 

ears. 

 The Tillamook 

used a woven 

duck  decoy 

covered in 

feathers.  The 

hunter would 

slip into the 

water with the 

decoy on his 

head,  sneak up 

on a duck, grab 

its feet, and pull 

it underwater 

drowning it. 

 The Tillamook 

went out on 

whale hunts. 

 Tillamook men 

and women 

were experts at 

canoeing. 

 The Tillamook Native Americans 

lived on the northern Oregon Coast.  

The Tillamook lived in villages on the 

coast, rivers, marshes, streams, lakes and 

up the Coastal Mountain Range.  The 

low mountains receive cool, wet 

weather directly from the Pacific Ocean. 

This weather provides the mountains 

with an ample supply of rain. Some areas 

receive as much as 200 inches in a year!  

The low rolling hills are covered in lush 

forests.  There is a lot of rain, fog, and 

mist in the Tillamook area.  Even though 

there is a lot of rain, it seldom gets cold 

enough to snow. 

Climate  & Environment  

Native Americans of Oregon 

4th Grade Social Studies 

Tillamook 

Shelter  

 The Tillamook spent most of the year at their permanent village sites on the 

coast.  They lived in permanent plank houses.  The plank houses measured about 

40 x 15 feet.   The homes were dug into the ground 4 or 5 feet deep.   The roof 

was made of overlapping boards 

at a 45 degree angle to let the 

rain pour off.   

 Inside the house was the 

fire pit.  Around the fire pit 

were mats of woven cattail to sit 

on.  Lining the walls of the 

house were several bunks.  They 

often hung mats around their 

sleeping bunks for added 

warmth.   
Tillamook Plank House 

WS#4 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

 Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Food 

 The ocean, beaches, rivers, streams and rainforest provided 

the Tillamook with a rich bounty of food.  The main food source was 

the salmon.  They also ate steelhead and trout out of the river.  The 

shores along the ocean provided the Native Americans with many 

other food sources like sea lions, seals, and porpoises.  From the tide 

pools, the Tillamook collected edible mussels, Roman purple snails,  

clams, and crab.  The bluffs and cliffs next to the ocean supplied the 

Tillamook with several varieties of birds and eggs.   

 The foothills of the 

Coast Range added meat, berries, and plants to the Tillamook’s 

diet.  The men of the Tillamook hunted elk, black-tailed deer, 

beaver, black bear, wildcat, otter, squirrel, muskrat, rabbit, and 

chipmunk.  The foothills of the Coast Range not only provided 

the Tillamook with meat but added many berries and plants to 

their diet.  Each summer, temporary berry camps were set up in 

the forests.  The women and girls spent weeks collecting and 

storing a variety of berries.  They picked wild blackberries, strawberries, 

blueberries, huckleberries, thimbleberries, and salmonberries.   

 The Tillamook collected and ate several types of plants.  The women 

took their digging sticks and collected skunk cabbage, edible camas bulbs, 

wild asparagus,  Wapato (a wild potato), wild onions, and edible thistles.   

Clothing  

 Since the climate of the Coastal Region was so mild, the natives didn’t have a need for a large variety 

of clothing.  During the warmer months, the women wore grass skirts like the hula-skirts of the Hawaiians.  

They also wore a cape over their shoulders.  The capes were made of the same grass as the skirts.  It 

looked just like the skirt, but it tied together around the neck instead of the waist.  These garments were 

made of cedar bark.   

 During the colder months, the women wore buckskin-hide dresses or skirts.  The 

women also wore beautiful basket hats.  These hats looked like an upside down bowl on 

their head.    

 The men of the village didn’t need to wear many clothes either.  During the warmer 

months, they wore a hide breechcloth held at the waist with a belt.  When the weather turned cold, the 

men wore buckskin leggings and shirts. 

 Both men and women went barefoot on the coast.  Leather moccasins would not hold up in such a 

wet environment. 

WS#4 
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Special Points of 

Interest: 

 The Chinook 

did not have 

horses.  If they 

wanted to 

travel, it was  

either by foot 

or by canoe up 

and down the 

Pacific Ocean 

or on the 

Columbia River.   

 The Chinook 

would apply fish 

oil and bear 

grease all over 

their bodies.  

Not only did 

the women 

think this was 

very beautiful, 

but it also kept 

the fleas and 

mosquitoes 

away. 

 The Chinook 

were a very 

protective tribe.  

They had so 

much food that 

other tribes 

would try to 

take it. 

 The Chinook Native American Tribe 

lived in the Lower Columbia Region. The 

Lower Columbia Region covers the northwest 

corner of today’s state of Oregon.  The area 

includes the rocky beaches and shores a few 

miles north and south of the mouth of the 

Columbia River, the Columbia River shores to 

the Cascade Mountains, and down into the 

Willamette Valley.    

 The mild climate of the Lower Columbia Region is very wet, misty, and 

foggy with occasional sun.   This mild region is not hot or cold. The average year-

round temperature is between 48-68 degrees.  It usually does not snow in this 

region.  If it does snow, it is usually high in the mountains.  The Willamette Valley 

occasionally gets a snowstorm severe enough to blanket it with snow. 

Climate  & Environment  

Native Americans of Oregon 

4th Grade Social Studies 

Chinook 

Shelter  

 The Chinook Tribe lived in permanent villages along the banks of the 

Columbia River.  The village was broken up into plank houses that contained as 

many as three families per house.  The plank houses measured 40 feet wide and 

about 80 feet long.  The homes were dug into the ground one to five feet deep.   

Inside the home, each family 

had its own fire pit.  This is 

where most of the daily 

activities took place.  One 

wall of the house was lined 

with bunks.  These bunks 

were used for beds.  Also 

inside the house were racks 

of drying fish, stores of 

food, and most of their 

possessions. 

WS#5 

 

Chinook Plank House 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

 Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Food 

 The small region the Chinook lived in had many different 

environments.  Each environment had something special to offer 

the Chinook.  One of the most important environments in this 

area was the sea, beaches, and tide pools of the Pacific Ocean.  

This provided the Chinook with a year-round food supply of 

sealions, seals, mussels, Roman purple snails, clams, and crab.   

 This region also had the Columbia River that provided 

salmon, steelhead, and trout.   Another environment within this 

region was the mountains along the Columbia River.  The low- 

rising Coastal Range 

Mountains and the towering Cascade Mountains offered a wide 

variety of small and large game such as elk, black-tailed deer, 

beaver, black bear, cougar, otter, squirrel, muskrat, rabbit, and 

chipmunk.   

 Lastly, the Lower Columbia Region had the Willamette 

Valley and its marshes and grassy meadows.  This rich 

env ironment provided the 

Chinook with many different plants and bulbs like the Wapato (similar to a 

potato),  lupine,  camas bulbs, bracken fern, wild onions, and edible thistle.  

The Chinook would also harvested many different kinds of berries to eat like  

blackberries, strawberries blueberries, salmonberries and blueberries. 

Clothing  

 Since the climate of the Lower Columbia Region was so mild, the natives didn’t have a need for a 

large variety of clothing.  During the warmer months, the women wore short wrap-around skirts or 

aprons made of shredded cedar bark.  These skirts looked very much like a grass hula-skirt.  They also 

wore a cape made of woven rushes over the shoulders.  During the colder months, women would wear 

fur robes, woven hats, and rain cloaks made of rushes.  The women would also wear elk-hide dresses and  

beautiful woven hats.  

 The men did not need many clothes.  In the warmer months, they wore an elk-hide breech cloth 

held up by a woven belt.  When it got colder, they would wear elk-hide shirts and leggings.  Like the 

women, they would also wear fur robes, woven hats, rain cloaks, and sometimes a blanket to keep warm.  

The men and women seldom wore moccasins. 

 The Chinook were called the flathead tribe because they flattened their babies’ heads.  For the first 

year of life, the Chinook strapped their babies to a  special cradleboard that flattened their heads. The face 

remained flat from the nose to the crown of the head through adulthood. 

©Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Special Points of 

Interest: 

 The Takelma 

were known to 

be very 

protective.  

They were not 

known to attack 

their enemies 

unless 

provoked.  

 The Takelma 

snacked on 

roasted 

grasshoppers 

and yellow 

jacket larvae. 

 The Takelma 

cooked small 

game by taking 

out the innards 

and putting hot 

rocks in the 

body cavity.  

This would 

cook the meat. 

 The Takelma 

used fire to 

communicate.  

A large fire 

meant an 

enemy was 

approaching; a 

small one meant 

a hunter had 

killed an animal. 

 The Takelma  Region was located in southwestern Oregon.  The area was 

located between the Cascade and Coastal Mountain Ranges.  The area is now 

known as the Rogue Valley.  This large valley provided the Takelma with everything 

they needed to live comfortably. 

 The life blood for the Takelma Native 

Americans was the Rogue River and its tributaries.  

The name “Takelma” means “those living along side 

the river.”  The Table Rocks towered 800 feet 

above the Rogue River.  These two important 

physical features were very special to the Takelma.  

They held many sacred ceremonies at these sites. 

 The climate of the Rogue Valley has four distinct seasons.  Winters are very 

wet and cold, and it sometimes snows.  The Takelma spent these long winter 

months indoors living off of the food they had collected and stored from the rest of 

the year.  The spring and fall are mild and wet.  This was a time to go outdoors and 

begin foraging for food again.  The summers are very hot and dry.  During this time, 

the Takelma left their permanent villages and lived in temporary camps where they 

harvested fish, berries, plants, and roots.   

 The Takelma built their permanent villages next to the Rogue River.  Each 

family lived in their own plank house.  The houses were made of sugar pine trees.    

 The plank houses 

were about 12 feet wide and 

18 feet long.  They were 

buried into the ground.  

There was a fire pit in the 

middle of the house.  This 

was where all of the daily 

activities took place.   

Climate  & Environment  

Native Americans of Oregon 

4th Grade Social Studies 

Takelma 

The Rogue River 

Shelter  

WS#6 

 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

 Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Takelma  
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Food 

 The Rogue River provided the Takelma with one of their main food sources, 

fish.  The Takelma ate salmon, steelhead, and trout.   

 Forests and meadows provided the Takelma with large and small game such 

as deer, elk, antelope, beaver, big horn sheep, squirrel, 

rabbit, and gopher.  They caught these animals using 

their bow and arrows and by herding the deer into 

closed pens where they were easily snared. 

 The thick oak tree groves provided the Takelmas 

with the acorn.  The acorn was a staple of the Takelma’s 

diet.  They ground it up and used it much like we do 

flour.  It was used to make mush, soup, and acorn cakes. 

 Plants, roots, and berries rounded out the 

Takelma diet.  The most valuable plant they ate was the camas bulb.   The 

women would go out into the meadows and use a digging stick to dig up the 

precious root.  Other plants that the women collected were skunk cabbage, 

wocas (lily pad root), Wapato (potato), dandelion, and edible thistle.    

 In the summer, the Takelma set up temporary camps where they 

picked berries.  The berries that they picked and ate were blackberries,  

strawberries, Oregon Grape berries, raspberries, and salmonberries.   

Clothing  

 The clothing of the Takelma changed with the seasons and the climate.  During the summer, the 

women of the tribe wore a deer-skin shirt and a wrap-around skirt that hung down to their knees.  The skirt 

was made of deer skin, braided grass, or woven cedar bark.  They wore woven basket caps on their heads and 

moccasins to cover their feet.  

 The men wore a loincloth during the hot summers.  During the winter, they wore deer-skin hide shirts 

with animal fur sleeves.  They wore deer-skin pants and moccasins.  The men wore hats made from the skins 

of deer heads or bear heads.  They left the ears on as decoration.  The men and women added fur robes and 

blankets for extra warmth in the winter.   

 Women wore permanent tattoos on their faces.  When the girls were young, they tattooed a line from 

each corner of their mouth down to their chin.  One more line extended from the center of the bottom lip 

down to their chin.  These three vertical lines were made using a needle, charcoal, and plant juice.   

 The Takelma also pierced their children when they were young.  They put a hole through the center 

nose cartilage and through the ears.  They threaded buckskin thongs of hanging shells and bone through the 

holes. 

Lily Pad 

WS#6 

Acorn 



Special Points of 

Interest: 

 Many Klamath 

men and 

women had 

tattoos all over 

their bodies.  

They made 

tattoos by 

rubbing 

charcoal into 

cuts made on 

their skin. 

 Tule is a marsh 

plant that was 

dried and used 

for many items 

such as baskets, 

clothing, mats, 

rafts, boats, and 

decoys. 

 The Klamath 

made duck 

decoys by 

stuffing duck  

skins with tule. 

 

 The Klamath Native Americans 

lived in the Klamath Lake  area.  This area 

included Klamath Lake and Klamath 

Marsh, as well as the Williamson River 

and Sprague River. The Klamath lived 

among marshes, open water, grassy 

meadows, pine and coniferous forests, 

sagebrush, and rocky cliffs.  

 The Klamath lived through extreme 

seasons.  Unlike other parts of Oregon that have 

mild weather, winters are cold and summers are 

hot.  While the area does not receive much rain, 

snowfall averages 35 inches per year.  

Climate  & Environment  

Native Americans of Oregon 

4th Grade Social Studies 

Klamath 

Shelter  

 The Klamath lived in permanent earth-covered lodges during the winter.  

The lodge was built over a shallow pit and covered with tule (“too-lee”) mats and 

dirt.  The lodges were 15 feet to 40 feet in diameter.  

People entered the lodge by a ladder that led to a 

hole in the roof.  Another ladder led down into the 

lodge.  A fire was built in the middle of the lodge.  

Smaller versions of the  lodge were built next to 

homes.  These were used for cooking and food 

s t o r a g e .  T h e 

Klamath surrounded 

their food storage 

pits with stinky 

plants to keep 

animals from getting 

into them. 

WS#7 

Coniferous forests are made up of 

cone-bearing, evergreen trees.  

Douglas Fir Cones 

Sagebrush  

 

Tule 

Tule 
Tule 

Tule  

 

Klamath Earth-Covered Lodge 

 Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

 Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jefff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Food 

 The Klamath were hunter-gatherers.  Rivers, lakes, marshes, forests, and meadows  

provided them with a variety of foods.  Men were responsible for hunting and fishing.  

Women did some fishing, but mostly they gathered fruits, berries, roots, and seeds.    

 Plants were the Klamath’s main food source.  Women collected 

wild potato, arrowroot, sego lily, wokas, cattail and a variety of berries.  Klamath women 

were experts on plants and used them for teas, medicines, dyes, insect repellent, and for 

their fibers. 

 Game, waterfowl and fish supplemented the Klamath diet.  Men 

were responsible for hunting and fishing.  They caught chub, trout, salmon and sucker fish 

from the rivers and lakes.  They usually caught these fish in nets.   

 Large game, most often deer and elk, were killed with a bow and 

arrow.  Rodents like squirrels and rabbits were hunted, too.  Birds and 

waterfowl were captured in nets.  They made duck decoys by stuffing 

duck skin with tule.  

  

Clothing  

 Klamath men and women wore fringed skirts during 

the warm months.  Tule fibers were hung from a belt.  Belts were  

made of either tule plants or animal skin.  Men’s skirts were above 

the knee.  Women’s skirts were below the knee.  The Klamath 

added more clothes during the winter.  Men and women wore 

leggings made of tule fibers, fur mittens and tule sandals stuffed with 

grass. 

 Men and women wore their hair 

in braids and wore necklaces made of 

shells and stone beads.  They also had 

dentalium shells pierced through their 

noses.   Many Klamath men and women 

had tattoos all over their bodies.  They 

made tattoos by rubbing charcoal into 

cuts made on their skin. 

Cattail 

Elk 
Geese Duck 

Deer 

Wokas 

Fish 

Edward S. Curtis, Library of Congress 

WS#7 
Edward S. Curtis, Library of Congress 



Special Points of 

Interest: 

 The Northern 

Paiute built 

sweat houses.  

A big fire was 

built in the 

middle and the 

door was 

closed until the 

temperature 

was too hot to 

handle.  Then 

the men ran out 

and plunged 

into cold water.   

 Tule is a marsh 

plant that was 

dried and used 

for many items.  

 The Northern 

Paiute Native Americans 

lived in the Great Basin 

area.  The climate of the 

Great Basin is harsh.  

Winters are cold with 

abundant snow.  Summers 

can be extremely hot.  

The landscape is made of 

vast open desert and high ridges.  The Northern Paiute had to learn to live with 

little water. They were semi-nomadic.  This means they moved from place to 

place as the seasons changed.  They used up the food supply at each stop and had 

to move on again.  Of all the Native American groups in Oregon, the Northern 

Paiute lived in the harshest climate with the least amount of resources. 

Climate  & Environment  

Native Americans of Oregon 

4th Grade Social Studies 

Northern Paiute 

Shelter  

  Since food was scarce, the Northern Paiute did not have permanent 

homes.  They built homes that were easy to move.  They traveled on foot or by 

water and carried their belongings in baskets on their backs.  

 Willow-framed houses 

were used in summer and winter.  

Willow poles were bent together 

and fastened at the top with 

strips of sage bark.  A hole was 

left in the top to let smoke out.  

Reeds and bunches of tule (“too-

lee”) covered the house.  These 

shelters were so tightly covered 

that they were wind and water- 

proof.   

WS#8 

Tule  

Eastern Oregon’s High Desert 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Larry Walker, Burns BLM District 

 Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff  Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

 (Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

Larry Walker, Burns BLM District 
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Food 

 The Northern Paiute relied on game and certain plants for food. These 

resources were scattered all over the region.  The Northern Paiute knew exactly 

when certain plants would ripen and when animals would be the fattest.  They knew 

when fish would spawn.  The Northern Paiute moved with the seasons and worked 

constantly.   

 Women collected onion roots, spring greens, and camas bulbs.  Insects were 

considered part of the Northern Paiute's regular diet.  Crickets came out in swarms 

during the summer and women collected them in handfuls from the grass.  They also 

collected ants and insect larvae, which were dried and ground into flour. Seed 

gathering time was the most important season of all.  The entire family went to harvest pine nuts.  Pine 

cones were roasted or dried in the sun and then hit to knock the seeds out.  

 Men did most of their hunting in the winter.  They 

placed nooses and traps where they knew rabbits and birds 

would be.  Large game like deer, elk, big horn sheep, and 

antelope were so important that 

ceremonies were held before a 

hunt began. Fish were caught in 

nets or scooped up with baskets.   

Clothing  

 Men wore a buckskin breechcloth.  

Women wore sage-bark fringe skirts.  The 

Northern Paiute traveled a lot so they had 

to wear something on their feet.  Sandals 

were made of tule and sage bark.  Both 

men and women wore their hair in two 

long braids tied together in the back.  

Women wore a basket hat 

to protect their foreheads 

from the burden basket 

strap.  Men wore fur caps.  

 Women tattooed 

their chins with up-and- 

down marks.  This was 

considered beautiful.   
WS#8 

Antelope 

Rabbit 

Cricket 

Burden Basket worn with basket hat. 

Tule     

Sandal 

 

 

 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Denver Public Library, 

Library of Congress 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 



Special Points of 

Interest: 

 The Plateau is 

the only 

culture area in 

Oregon where 

horses were 

common 

before white 

explorers 

introduced 

them.  

 Once the tipi 

(teepee) was 

introduced, 

the long house 

became less 

popular.  A tipi 

was made of 

twelve wood 

poles that 

were covered 

with grass 

mats or bison 

skin.  

 

  The Nez Perce Native Americans lived in the Plateau region.  

The Plateau is a large area with different landscapes and climates.  The Plateau 

has deserts as well as forested uplands.  Temperatures are extreme in the 

Plateau area.  The Nez Perce lived in the northeast corner of present-day 

Oregon.  This area had a lot of sagebrush and grass.   There was little rain, 

however, and cold winds blew through the area. 

 The Nez Perce were unlike other tribes of Oregon because they 

traveled over the Rocky Mountains each year to hunt buffalo.  They were able 

to travel long distances to hunt and trade because they had horses.   The Nez 

Perce lived in permanent winter villages in the Wallowa Valley of Oregon.  

They also lived in parts of Idaho and Washington.   

Climate  & Environment  

Native Americans of Oregon 

4th Grade Social Studies 

Nez Perce 

Shelter  

WS#9 

 Nez Perce shelters were mat long houses in the shape of an upside 

down “V.” An opening at the peak of the home allowed smoke to get out and 

light to get in.  The framework was covered with woven grass or bark mats.  

The width of the house 

was 15-30 feet wide, 

and could be up to 150 

feet long but most were 

between 20 and 70 feet 

long.  Each house was 

occupied by several 

families.     

Chief 

Joseph  

Canyon 

Mat Long House 

Library of Congress 

Marc Shandro, Wikipedia 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Library of Congress 

Tipi 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 



Food 

The Nez Perce traveled according to the seasons to gather, 

hunt, and prepare food.  In the spring, women collected 

roots from the valleys.  They used digging sticks to gather 

camas bulbs, bitterroot, wild carrots, wild onion, wild 

potatoes, and kous (similar to a parsnip).  Most of what 

they collected in the spring was dried and stored for 

winter.   Men traveled to rivers to fish for salmon and trout in the spring.  They dipped nets into 

the water or used spears to fish.  Fish was then dried for winter storage.    

 Early spring was also hunting time.  Unlike other tribes in Oregon,  the Nez Perce had horses.  

This meant they could rely more on hunting for food.  Horses allowed them to travel over the Rocky 

Mountains to hunt bison.  Hunting large game like deer, elk, antelopes, moose, bear, mountain sheep, and 

goat was much easier with horses.  Sometimes herds of elk or 

deer were herded into rivers then shot with bows and arrows 

from a canoe or 

on horseback.   

   

Clothing  

 Nez Perce men and women wore clothes made of deer, elk, and 

bison skin.  They took pride in their clothes and spent time keeping them 

very clean.  Clothes were often decorated with fringe, paint, beads, and 

porcupine quills.  Men wore long buckskin shirts, leggings, belts, breech 

cloths, and moccasins.  In cold weather, they 

wore bison-skin robes.  Women wore long 

buckskin dresses, corn husk hats, and knee 

high moccasins.  Men and women painted 

their faces for certain ceremonies. 

 Nez Perce men copied the style of 

the Plains Indians whom they had met while 

on bison hunts.  This is where they learned 

to make feathered bonnets.   

WS#9 

Chief Joseph 

Bison Deer 

Library of Congress 

Edward S. Curtis,1868-1952 Library of Congress 

Library  of Congress 

Salmon 

 



 

Lesson Objectives Lesson Plan Materials: 
 

Teaching Tip Curriculum 
Integration 

4 Analyze and 
evaluate a 
tribe from each 
of the six 
culture areas 
by comparing 
and 
contrasting 
their 
environment, 
food, clothing, 
and shelter. 

The groups will report the notes from their retrieval chart back to the 
class.  The teacher records information on an overhead retrieval chart 
(OH#3) while other students record information on their retrieval 
chart. 
 
Use Teacher’s Key of Retrieval chart (TE#1) if students missed 
recording information from Native American Group Newsletters. 
 
Once the chart is full, students compare and contrast the six tribes.  
 
Students write a paragraph explaining which tribe they would most 
want to live with and why. 

Completed 
Native 
American 
Retrieval Chart 
(WS#3) 
 
Retrieval Chart 
(OH#3) 
 
Teacher’s Key: 
Retrieval Chart 
(TE#1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 Climate & 
Environment 

Shelter Food 
 

Clothing 

Chinook 
 

    

Tillamook 
 

    

Takelma 
 

    

Klamath 
 

    

Nez Perce 
 

    

Northern Paiute 
 

    

Name:     Oregon Native American Cultures 

OH#3 



 Climate & 
Environment 

Shelter 
 

Food Clothing 

Chinook 
 

Northwest corner of OR, rocky 
beaches, shore, sea, beaches, 
tide pools, Pacific Ocean, 
mouth of Columbia River, 
Columbia River to Cascade 
Mountains, Willamette Valley, 
marshes, meadows Coastal 
Mountains, Cascade 
Mountains, very wet, misty, 
foggy, occasional sun, not hot 
or cold, avg. yr. temp.48°-68°, 
usually doesn’t snow, only 
high in mnts. or Willamette 
Valley 

Permanent villages, banks of 
Columbia River, Plank Houses, 
3 families per house, 40’x80’, 
dug in 1’-5’ in ground, fire pit, 
bunks, drying racks of fish, 
food, possessions 

Sea lions, seals, mussels, 
Roman purple snails, clams, 
crab, salmon, steelhead, trout, 
elk, black tailed deer, beaver, 
black bear, cougar, otter, 
squirrels, muskrat, rabbit, 
chipmunks,  Wapato (Similar to 
a potato),  lupine,  camas 
bulbs, bracken fern, wild 
onion, edible thistle,  
blackberries, wild strawberries, 
blueberries, huckleberries, 
thimbleberry, and salmonberry 

Short wrap around skirts, 
aprons of shredded cedar 
bark, cape of woven rushes, 
fur robes, woven hats, rain 
cloaks of rushes, elk hide 
dresses, woven hats, elk hide 
breech cloth, bet, elk hide 
shirts & leggings, blankets, no 
moccasins, flattened babies 
head using cradleboard 

Tillamook 
 

Northern OR coast, rivers, 
marshes, streams, lakes, 
Coastal Mountain Range, low 
mountains, rainforest, cool, 
wet weather, Pacific ocean, 
rain, 200” of rain a yr, lush 
forests, fog, mist, seldom 
snowed 

Permanent village, plank 
houses, 39’x16’, dug into 
ground 4’-5’, roof 45° angle to 
let the rain pour off, fire pit, 
mats to sit on, bunks, mats 
around bunks, firewood 

Salmon, steelhead, trout, sea 
lions, seals, porpoises.   edible 
mussels, Roman purple snails,  
clams,  crab,  Birds, eggs, elk, 
black tailed deer, beaver, black 
bear, wildcat, otter, squirrels, 
muskrat, rabbit, chipmunks, 
pick blackberries, wild 
strawberries, blueberries, 
huckleberries, thimbleberry 
and salmonberry, skunk 
cabbage, edible camas bulbs, 
wild asparagus,  wapato, wild 
onion, edible thistle   

Grass skirts, grass cape, cedar 
bark, buckskin hide dresses & 
skirts, basket hats, 
breechcloth, belt, buckskins 
legging & shirt, no moccasins 

Takelma 
 

Southwestern Oregon, 
between Cascades mts, & 
Coastal mnts, Rogue Valley, 
Rogue River & tributaries, 
Table Rocks, 4 seasons, 
winters: very wet and cold, 
sometimes snows, spring & 
fall: mild & wet, Summer: very 
hot & dry 

Permanent villages, Rogue 
River, Plank house, sugar pine 
trees, , each family had own, 
12’x20’,  buried down into the 
ground, fire pit 

Fish, salmon, steelhead, trout, 
deer, elk,  antelope, beaver, 
big horn sheep, squirrels, 
rabbit, gophers,   acorn, flour, 
mush, soup, acorn cakes, 
plants, roots, berries, camas 
bulb, skunk cabbage, wocas 
(Lilly Pad Root), wapato 
(potato), dandelion, edible 
thistle, blackberries, wild 
strawberries, Oregon Grape 
berries, raspberries, 
salmonberries, grasshopper, 
yellow jacket larvae   

Deer skin shirt, wrap around 
skirt, deer skin, braided grass , 
or woven cedar bark, basket 
caps, moccasins, loincloth, 
deerskin hide shirts with 
animal fur sleeves, deer skin 
pants, deer head & bear head 
hats with ears still on, fur 
robes,  blankets, women had 
face tattoos, children had nose 
& ears pierced. 

Name:     Oregon Native American Cultures Key 

TE#1 



TE#1 

 Climate & 
Environment 

Shelter 
 

Food Clothing 

Klamath 
 

Klamath Lakes, Klamath 
Marsh, Williamson R, Sprague 
R, open water, grassy 
meadows, coniferous forests, 
sagebrush, rocky cliffs, 
extreme seasons, cold 
winters, hot summers, not 
much rain, 35” average 
snowfall 

Permanent earth covered 
lodges, over shallow pit, 
covered with tule mats and 
dirt, 15 ft X 40 ft in diameter, 
ladder led to hole, another 
ladder led down, fire in 
middle, cooking and food 
storage,  

Main food source: plants: 
wild potato, hazelnuts, 
arrowroot, sego lily, wokas, 
cattail and a variety of 
berries, teas, medicines, 
dyes, insect repellent Game, 
waterfowl, chub, trout, 
salmon and sucker fish, deer, 
elk, squirrels, rabbits, ducks, 
geese 

Fringed skirts, tule fiber hung 
from belt, tule belts, animal 
skin belts, men’s skirts above 
the knee, leggings made of 
tule, fur mittens, tule 
sandals, necklaces of shells 
and stone beads, tattoos, 

Nez Perce 
 

Plateau region, desert, forest 
uplands, extreme 
temperatures, northeast 
corner of Oregon, lots of 
water and grass, little rain, 
cold winds, permanent winter 
homes in Wallowa Valley 

Long mat houses, upside 
down v, opening at the peak 
of the roof to let out smoke 
and let in light, covered in 
woven grass or bark mats, up 
to 150 ft long, most between 
20-70 feet long, several 
families lived in them 
Tip made of 12 wood poles 
covered in grass mats or 
bison skin 
 

Travelled according to season 
to gather and hunt food, 
roots, camas bulbs, 
bitterroot, wild carrots, wild 
onion, wild potatoes, kous, 
salmon, trout, bison, deer, 
elk, moose, bear, mountain 
sheep, goat, elk deer 

Made of deer, elk, and bison 
skin, decorated with fringe, 
paint, beads, and porcupine 
quills, long buckskin shirts, 
leggings, belts, breech cloth, 
and moccasins, bison-skin 
robes, long buckskin dresses, 
corn husk hats, and knee 
high moccasins, feathered 
bonnets, pierced noses and 
ears 

Northern Paiute 
 

Great Basin culture area, 
harsh climate, winters are 
cold, abundant snow, 
extremely hot summers, vast 
open desert, high ridges, 
little water 

Not permanent homes, easy 
to move, willow frame 
houses, used in summer and 
winter, tightly covered tule 
kept out wind and water, 
willow poles bent together 
and fastened on top with 
strips of sage bark, hole on 
top to let out smoke, covered 
in reed and tule 

Moved with the season and 
food source, onion roots, 
spring greens and camas 
bulbs, insects, crickets, insect 
larvae dried and ground into 
flour, seeds, pine nuts, 
rabbits, birds, antelope, fish 

Buckskin breechcloth, sage-
bark fringe skirts, tule or 
sage– bark sandals, basket 
hats, tattoos 



 

Lesson Objectives Lesson Plan Materials: 
 

Teaching Tip Curriculum 
Integration 

5 Research to 
create a model 
displaying the 
environment, 
food, clothing, 
shelter, tools, 
and 
transportation 
for their 
chosen tribe. 

Introduce the Native American Model project. 
 
Show the pictures of sample environments built by other students.  
Explain they will also make their own environment after researching 
about their chosen tribe. 
 
Review Native American Environment Scoring Guide (WS#10). 
 
Hand out & discuss Supplies Letter (WS#11) 

Sample 
Environment 
photos 
(TE#2) 
 
Native 
American 
Environment 
Scoring Guide 
(WS#10) 
 
Supplies Letter 
(WS#11) 
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Klamath 
Pit House  

 

©Anna Meunier  2008 
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Klamath Pit House 

©Anna Meunier  2008 
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Nez Perce Tipi 

 
©Anna Meunier  2008 
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Inside Plank House 

©Anna Meunier  2008 
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Canoe Made of White Birch Bark 

 
Canoe on Klamath Lake with speared fish 

©Anna Meunier  2008 
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Cradle Board with toys for a baby attached 

 

 ©Anna Meunier  2008 

 
©Anna Meunier  2008 
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Cradle Board with straps 

 ©Anna Meunier  2008 
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Mortar & Pestle 

©Anna Meunier  2008 

 



      TE#2 
 

Drying rack with animal skin 

 
©Anna Meunier  2008 
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Tools: Bow, quiver with arrows, digging stick, spear and 
tomahawk 

 
©Anna Meunier  2008 
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Native American Environment        Name________________________ 

Scoring Guide 

 

You will show what you have learned about the Oregon Native American 

Tribe that you have researched by creating a model.  In the model, you will 

display the environment, shelter, food, clothing, and tools that the tribe used.  

Be creative and have fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade __________  

 

 

WS#10 

 Missing 

Info. 

 

1 

Nearly 

meets 

 

2 

Meet 

 

 

3 

Exceeds 

 

 

4 

The model shows the type of environment the 

Native Americans would have lived in. 

    

The model shows the type of shelter the tribe 

would have lived in and has all of the important 

features. 

 

    

The model shows a variety of food that the Native 

Americans would have eaten. 

 

    

The model shows a variety of the clothing the 

Native Americans would have worn. 

 

    

The model shows a variety of tools that the 

Native Americans would have used. 

 

    

The project is well thought out and neatly done.  

Class time was spent wisely and the student put 

forth maximum effort in doing their best work. 

 

    

 Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

 



4th Grade Native American Model 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
 I wanted to take a minute and update you on our study of Oregon 
Native Americans.  Last week, we did a brief overview of six of Oregon’s 
Native American tribes.  Your child then chose a tribe to do a major research 
project on.  We will do the research on your child’s tribe in the next week.   
If you would like to help your child outside of class, we recommend going to 
the public library.  
 On Wednesday, January 20th, we will begin creating a model of the 
environment showing the food, clothing, tools, transportation and shelter of 
your child’s chosen Native American tribe.  This work will be done in class, 
as a “test” grade.  We welcome any parents who would like to come into 
class to help.  We will be doing the projects ALL DAY if you would like to join 
us!   
 
What we need to get started: 
 

• Each child will need to bring in a cardboard box or lid no bigger than 
20” x 20” to create the model in.  You will want the box to have at least 
three-inch tall sides.  Any extra boxes would be greatly appreciated! 

 
• Each child will need dirt/sand/soil for the bottom of the box that will 

represent the kind of soil the tribe would have lived on.  A little extra 
is always appreciated for those students who may have forgotten!  

 
• Natural things from nature that can be transformed into Native 

American stuff.  Use your imagination! 
 

Acorns, berries, sticks, moss, sand, rocks of all sizes, lichen, wood 
chips, feathers, bark, hay, etc. 

 
• Other crafty supplies: 

Craft sticks, wooden shish kabob skewers, fake fur, leather pieces,    
cloth, brown paper bags, etc. 

 
Please do not go out to purchase any of these materials.   Let’s recycle and reuse materials 
from home.  The focus of this project is for students to use their imagination to create a 
Native American village. 
 

****LOTS OF SMALL LOW TEMPERATURE HOT GLUE STICKS****   
****LOW TEMPERATURE GLUE GUNS LABELED WITH YOUR NAME**** 

Please have your child bring the above items in on  
Wednesday, January 20th 

WS#11 
 
 



 

Lesson Objectives Lesson Plan Materials: 
 

Teaching Tip Curriculum 
Integration 

6, 7 
& 8 

Research to 
create a model 
displaying the 
environment, 
food, clothing, 
shelter, tools, 
and 
transportation 
for their 
chosen tribe. 

Students record their retrieval chart information onto the Research 
Worksheet (WS#12) before beginning research with Native American 
Classroom Books.   
 
Use  CD-ROM: Native Americans People of the Northwest Coast 
to research.  There are several items covered that the Chinook & 
Tillamook can use.  There are other items that would interest all 
groups, like how they cut trees down etc.  Preview the materials 
before sharing with students.  The Chinook and Tillamook did not 
carve elaborate totem poles like the ones in the movie.  Those tribes 
were much farther north. 
 
This is the same movie used earlier in Lesson #1.  It can be found on 
“You Tube” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beKxz_2UtMA . 
Or go to “You Tube” and search “Northwest Native Americans.” Select 
“Native Americans People of the Northwest Coast.” 
Native American snares, cutting trees down, stripping bark, and 
basket weaving can be viewed between 9:59-14:09 minutes. 
Fishing can be viewed between 14:30-15:33 minutes. 
 
Wondering what the Chinook Indians looked like?  See the link below 
for Lewis & Clark’s description of what they looked like on their first 
meeting with the Chinook on March 19, 1806. 
Be sure to paraphrase and censor for content. 
 
http://www.infoplease.com/t/hist/lewis-clark-journal/day675.html 
  

For a worksheet showing what the plants looked like that the Native 
Americans used, go to the following link: 
 

http://fauntleroy.net/creek/plantsandpeopleworksheet.pdf 
 

Native 
American 
Research 
Worksheet 
(WS#12) 
 
Indians In 
Oregon Today 
curriculum 
pages 53-62 
(Digital pages 
54-63) 
ODE Website 
 
Native 
American 
Classroom 
Books: 
 
Tillamook 
(WS#13) 
 
Chinook 
(WS#14) 
 
Takelma 
(WS#15) 
 
Klamath 
(WS#16) 
 

Classroom books 
can be printed in 
black and white 
and copied for 
the student to 
use as packets.  
 
Students must 
be reminded to 
PARAPHRASE 
the information, 
no copying word 
for word.  
Discuss 
plagiarism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paraphrasing 
integrated 
during 
reading and 
writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Continued) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beKxz_2UtMA
http://www.infoplease.com/t/hist/lewis-clark-journal/day675.html
http://fauntleroy.net/creek/plantsandpeopleworksheet.pdf


 

Another resource for students to use for research is the curriculum, 
Indians In Oregon Today, hosted on the Oregon Department of 
Education website.  This curriculum was originally written to be used 
by fourth grade students but is now endorsed for middle and high 
school use.   This curriculum may be downloaded and used without 
copyright infringement.  The curriculum can be downloaded from the 
Oregon Department of Education website at: 
http://www.ode.state.or.us/opportunities/grants/nclb/title_vii/2014-
indians-in-oregon-today----final.pdf 
 
Begin by copying and collating pages 53-62 of the downloaded 
document, Indians In Oregon Today.  I will be referring to the page 
numbers printed on the bottom of the document instead of the page 
numbers of the digital copy because they are not the same.  To print 
the pages from the digital copy, you will have to “print” pages 54-63. 
 
With the class, read “Presentation” and “Indians Are Not The Same” 
at the top of page 53.   
 
The next several pages outline the cultural area of the Oregon Tribes.  
Read the Cultural Area title and skim, scan, and highlight the tribes 
that the students will be researching.  Let them know that they will go 
back and use this information in their individual research. 
 
Review “The Summary of Cultural Areas” map on page 60.  Compare 
how it is like the information that the class collected on the retrieval 
chart.  Discuss added information about each tribe and where you 
could add this important information on the Research Worksheet 
(WS#12). 
 
Read “Differences in Indian Languages” on page 61.  Skip ahead and 
review the map on page 62. 
Show Linguistic Map TE # 
 

Northern 
Paiute 
(WS#17) 
 
Nez Perce 
(WS#18) 
 
CD-ROM: 
Native 
Americans 
People of the 
Northwest 
Coast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cause and 
Effect 
integrated 
during 
reading and 
writing. 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/opportunities/grants/nclb/title_vii/2014-indians-in-oregon-today----final.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/opportunities/grants/nclb/title_vii/2014-indians-in-oregon-today----final.pdf


 

Allow the students to read, research, and take notes on the cultural 
area for their tribe on their Research Worksheet. 
 
Students use the Native American Classroom Books to read, research, 
and take notes on their chosen tribe. 
 
Once the students have finished their Native American research and 
have completed their Native American Shelters, you may want to go 
back to the,  Indians In Oregon Today, Curriculum from Lessons 6, 7, 
& 8 to complete some of the other lessons.  It covers information on 
how Oregon Indians have evolved and changed over time and how 
they are still an important part of Oregon today.  The lessons present 
important information that will help your students have a greater 
understanding of the lives of the Oregon Indians.  These lessons will 
fall under the state standard 4.21 Analyze historical accounts related 
to Oregon to understand cause-and-effect. 
 
More information about Oregon’s 9 federally recognized tribes and 
their aboriginal boundaries may be found at their individual websites.  
Be sure to review website content before sharing with fourth grade 
students. 
 
        1. Burns Paiute Tribe:  http://www.burnspaiute-nsn.gov 

 
2. Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua & Siuslaw 
Indians: http://ctclusi.org 
 
3. Coquille Indian Tribe: http://www.coquilletribe.org 
 
4. Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians: 
http://www.cowcreek.com 
 
5. The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde: 
http://www.grandronde.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.burnspaiute-nsn.gov/
http://ctclusi.org/
http://www.coquilletribe.org/
http://www.cowcreek.com/
http://www.grandronde.org/


 

 
6. The Klamath Tribes: http://www.klamathtribes.org 
 
7. The Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians: http://ctsi.nsn.us 
 
8. The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation: 
http://ctuir.org 

 
       9. The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs:       
       http://www.warmsprings.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.klamathtribes.org/
http://ctsi.nsn.us/
http://ctuir.org/
http://www.warmsprings.com/
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 Oregon Native American Project 
 
Name_______________________________    Due date_____________________________ 
  

Oregon Native American that I am going to research:  
            

_________________________________ 
 

 Use your retrieval chart and Native American book to find information 
about your tribe.  Do not copy your information word for word.  You must 
paraphrase it in your own words. 
 Do not write in complete sentences; use your note-taking skills! 
Do not feel like you must fill in every box. They are provided for your notes. 
 
 
 
 

 What was it made 
of? 

How did they make 
it? 

What were some  
special features of 
this shelter, like 
the type of door? 

What type of 
permanent 
shelter did 
your tribe 
live in?   

   

What type of 
temporary 
shelter did 
your tribe 
use? 

   

 Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 
(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Other notes about Shelter.  For Example, how many people lived in the shelter? 
Was it just a winter home? 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
——————————————————————————————————————- 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
 



3                                                                                                                                           WS#12  

 

Food they ate How did they get it? 
(Tools they used or traps 

etc.) 
How did they prepare it? 
(Salmon dried into strips, 
ground acorn meal, etc.) 
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Food they ate How did they get it? 
(Tools they used or traps 

etc.) 
How did they prepare it? 
(Salmon dried into strips, 
ground acorn meal, etc.) 

   

   

   

   

Other interesting facts about food:   
 
—————————————————————————————————————— 
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Type of 
clothes they 

wore 
What it was made 

of. 
Other interesting 

facts. 
Draw a sketch 
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Other interesting facts about clothes: 
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The type of 
tool or  

transporta-
tion. 

What it was made 
of. 

What it was used 
for. 

Draw a sketch 
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Other interesting facts about tools or transportation:  
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Plants 
 

Animals 
 

Habitat & Climate 
(Mountains, desert,   

rivers, etc.) 
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If you want to, you may learn about other parts of your tribe’s lives and write those 
notes here. 
They could include things that are not listed on the other pages, such as special 
jobs in the tribe, (chief, medicine man, etc), tribal beliefs, famous Native Americans 
from your tribe, or other items of interest. 
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Oregon Native American Tribe Climate 
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 The Tillamook Native American Tribe 

lived on the Oregon Coast.  They lived at the 

southern end of the Northwest Coast Culture 

Area.  This area included their northern 

neighbors: the Nootka, the Tlingit, the Haida, 

and the Bella Coola. These tribes lived in current-day British Columbia, 

Washington, and Oregon.  They shared many things in common with this 

culture area but had several distinctions that set their tribes apart. 

 The Tillamook lived in villages on the ocean coast, rivers, marshes, 

streams, lakes, bays, and the Coastal Mountain Range.  The mild 

temperatures of the Oregon Coast created rainforests full of red cedar, white 

fir, hemlock, and spruce trees.  The annual rainfall for this area was 60 

to 80 inches of rain a year.  This plentiful environment provided them with a rich bounty of food. 

 They spent most of the year at their permanent village sites on the coast.  The best sites were right on the ocean 

with a clear view up and down the coast.  It was important for them to be close to 

the ocean so they could be on the coastal trade route.  The trade route allowed 

them to trade goods with other tribes.  A good village site also needed to be next 

to a river for a ready supply of fresh water.  It was important that they were 

surrounded by trees to provide a wind break and to have a never-ending supply 

of firewood.  They also needed to be near their food supplies like plants, roots, 

berries, and large-animal game trails. 

   

Tillamook 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 

©Anna Meunier, 2008 
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 The Tillamook lived in villages that averaged about 25 people.  

Some villages had as many as 100 people.   Within the village, the tribe 

was broken up into plank houses that contained as many as three families 

per house.  These houses were built in long rows facing the ocean. 

 The Tillamook lived in permanent plank houses.  These plank 

houses measured 39x16 feet.   The homes were dug into the ground four 

or five feet deep.   Once the hole was dug, the men used four poles to 

make a framework.  They needed this framework to attach the cedar 

boards or planks.  The two front poles were longer than the two back 

poles to create a 45° angle slant to the roof.   The roof was made of 

overlapping boards to let the rain pour off. 

 To create the walls of the house, the Tillamook tied plank cedar boards in 

place horizontally, using other supporting poles and loops of vine.  This whole 

house was constructed without nails or wooden pegs.   A round door was cut to 

enter the side of the house. 

 The Tillamook spent a lot of time making the cedar boards needed to 

build their houses.  The more boards a man owned, the richer he was.  The 

Tillamook first cut a large cedar tree down by using fire.  This sounds 

dangerous, but the natives chopped a wedge out of the tree at the base and 

started a small, controlled fire to do the rest of the work.  They poured water on 

the areas they didn’t want to burn.  The fire burned through the base and the 

tree fell to the ground.  Once the tree was on the ground, they used elk horn or 

beaver teeth wedges and stone hammers to split the tree into planks.     

These planks were two or three feet wide and three to six inches thick.  No saw 

mills were needed on this frontier! 

Tillamook Plank Houses 

Tillamook Plank House 

Inside of the 

plank house 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

 Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 Inside the house, one or more fire pits were dug into the floor.  Above the fire pit, the Tillamook cut a large hole in 

the ceiling so the smoke could escape.  Meat and fish were hung here on wooden racks to be smoked, cured, and stored 

for later use.  There was a board near the hole used to keep out the rain. 

 Around the fire pit were mats of woven cattail to sit on.  Lining the walls of the house were several bunks.  These 

beds were about three feet wide.    

 The Tillamook hung mats around their sleeping bunks for added warmth in the cold weather.  Under the bed, the 

natives kept a ready supply of firewood.  Collecting firewood and keeping it dry was a never-ending job in such a wet 

climate. 

 Mat houses were made to store food.  These mat houses were constructed much like the plank houses.  

They used poles for a frame and cattail mats for the walls and roof.  The mat houses were owned by the women and 

were used during the summer.  Inside the mat house was a fire with baskets of food drying around it.  Some of the 

poorer tribe members used these houses as permanent homes. 

 The Tillamook used lean-to structures to weave baskets and make tools.  This allowed the natives to 

escape the smoky, dark dwellings of the house.  They also used these to store firewood. 

 The last structure that was built by the Tillamook 

was the sweat lodge.  It was dug into the ground with 

four poles tied together for support.  Next, they covered 

the frame with hemlock bark and dirt.  A fire was built 

outside in which they heated rocks that were carried 

into the sweat lodge.  Once the rocks were in the pit, 

that was dug in the middle of the sweat lodge, they 

poured water over them to create steam.  They used 

these sweat houses to cure sickness. 

  

 
Tillamook Sweat Lodge 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 The ocean, beaches, rivers, streams, and rainforest provided the Tillamook with a 

wealth of food.   The Tillamook usually only ate two prepared meals a day, one in the 

morning and one in the evening.  During the middle of the day, they would snack on food 

until the evening meal. 

  The main food source was salmon.  The three varieties they ate were the Chinook, 

chum and silver salmon.  They dried the salmon by smoking it over a fire.  Small slivers of meat were hung over 

the fire on drying racks.  It had to be cut small so the flies wouldn’t lay their larvae of maggots in it.  Once it was dry, they 

ground it into powder to store for later use.  Sometimes, they left it dry and then soaked it or boiled it in water to make it 

easier to chew.  They stored the dried salmon eggs the same way. 

 Fresh salmon was cooked over a fire.  They skewered the fish with a pole and held it over the open flame.  

Another easy way to cook it was to place the skewers in the ground next to the fire.  

Steaming the fish was another option.  They lined a hole with hot rocks from the fire.  

Then they laid the fish over the rocks and covered it with green leaves.  Next, they 

poured water over the hole to steam the fish. 

 The salmon were very important to the Tillamook.  They had a special 

ceremony for the first fish caught each year.   The ceremony was called the “First 

Fish Ceremony”  and it was meant to honor and respect the fish that that gave them 

food and resources.  Many other tribes in Oregon also had First Fish Ceremonies 

similar to the Tillamook.  Tribes today still celebrate the First Fish Ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

  Food 

Salmon 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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The Tillamook had several ways of catching the salmon: 

Fishing weirs:  These dam-like wooden platforms reached far out into the river.  Another weir was built on the other 
side of the river, almost bridging the two platforms.  The platforms were built with fences beneath them so the fish had to 
go through the middle of the weir.   

  

Fishing Weir 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

 Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 From the fishing platform, 
the Tillamook used nets made of 
woven grass and wooden handles 
to scoop out the fish.   

 

 They also used fishing line 
made of sinew and bone hooks to 
catch the fish.  Sinew is the stringy 
cartilage that connects an animal’s 
muscle to the bone. 

   

Spears were made of wooden 
handles and rock spear points.   

  

Leisters looked like a spear but had 
two prongs made from bone.  The 

prongs would grab and hold the fish to 
be hauled ashore.  

  

Harpoons were much like the spears, but once they stabbed a fish, 
the bone spear point disconnected from the wooden handle and the 
connected rope tied to the spear point was then used to haul in the fish.  

  

  

Fish Nets  

Fish Hooks  

Spears &  

Harpoons 

 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 
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Harpoon 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 Any fish brought in that was still alive was clubbed using a wooden salmon club, 
whale-bone salmon club or stone club.  Sometimes, they just used a short stick. 

 During the spring fish runs, the Tillamook set up temporary fishing camps where they 
caught and dried fish for the permanent 
village. 

  

Fish Traps:  A conical-shaped trap that was outfitted with sharp stakes to 

kill the fish once it entered the trap. 

 

Fish Nets:  The fifty-foot nets were cast over the streams or near a weir.  

They attached floats to the top of the grass-woven nets and rock sinkers to 

the bottom of the nets.  These floating sheets of net caught the fish coming 

up the river. 

 

 

 

 Canoe:  The Tillamook were 

experts at canoeing.  They used 

harpoons, spears, nets, and lines to haul 

in fish. 

 Salmon was the main food source 

for the Tillamook, but they also ate 

steelhead and trout.  They caught these  

fish the same ways they caught the 

salmon. 

Fish Traps 

   Fish Club 

Shovelnose Canoe 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Canoe Paddles 
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 The Tillamook also caught many fish out of the ocean.  They caught them by going out during low tide and 

building a rock wall encircling a small bay.  Once high tide came, the fish would swim over the rock walls into the bay.  

When the tide receded, the fish were trapped inside the bay by the rock walls.  Herring, pilchard, and shiners were 

harvested this way.  The Tillamook also ate  sturgeon fish that  washed ashore. 

 The Tillamook hunted whales using large, cedar dugout canoes.  

Other Northwest culture groups to the far north also hunted whales.   If a 

whale happened to get trapped in a bay or wash up on the beach, the 

Indians would go out and salvage every part of the whale leaving only the 

large bone skeleton behind.  The whale blubber was carved from the 

body and dropped in large wooden troughs or small canoes.  They boiled 

the blubber using hot rocks until the oil rose to the surface.  They used 

the whales own bladder and innards to store the oil.  This fish oil was a 

valuable trade item for the Tillamook.  The whale meat was cut off the 

animal and used.  Lewis and Clark ate whale blubber with the Tillamook.  

They wrote that the whale blubber was spongy and tasted much like 

beaver. 

 Some of the whale bones were carried away by the Tillamook.  

They used the large whale vertebrates for stools to sit on in their plank 

houses.  They used other bones for salmon clubs, hide scrapers, knives, 

eating utensils, trays, spoons, and a variety of other tools. 

 The shores along the ocean provided the Indians with many other 

foods.  They hunted and clubbed sea lions, seals, and porpoises.  The clubs they used were tomahawks, which were 

made of wood handles and glassy-flaked rock heads.  Rough stone clubs  were fashioned the same way, except using 

a smooth, unflaked rock.    

  

 

The Tillamook hunted whales 
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 The Tillamook used digging sticks that were about 3 ½ feet long and sharpened to a point.  

An elk antler was attached to the top and used as a handle.  This important digging stick was 

given to girls at birth and was made by their grandmother.  They were kept and used for the life of 

the young girl.  

 They used these sticks to pry 

edible mussels, Roman purple snails, 

and chitons from rocks.  They also used 

them to dig up clams and cockles.   

 They also caught cancer crab in 

low tide. 

 They collected and carried these 

in special woven baskets.  The baskets 

were special because they had a very 

loose weave so the water and sand 

would sift out while they were working.  

These baskets also came with a long strap that the women hung around their neck.  This kept 

their hands free to dig.   

 The bluffs and cliffs next to the ocean supplied the Tillamook with 

several varieties of birds and eggs.   One of the main birds they ate was duck.  

The coast, marshes, and ponds had a ready supply of ducks waiting to be 

hunted.  The hunters used a bow and arrow to kill the birds, but they also used 

clubs and nets.  They hung a large grass woven net in the bird’s flight 

pattern.  The net would trap the ducks in flight.   

 The Tillamook also used a woven basket duck decoy covered in duck 

feathers to capture the birds.  The hunter would slip into the water with the 

decoy on his head.  He would then sneak up on the unsuspecting duck, grab 

its feet, and pull it under water until it drowned. 
Ducks 

Clams 

Digging Stick 

used for    

shellfish 

Woven Clam Basket 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 The foothills of the Coast Range added meat, plants, and berries to the 

Tillamook’s diet.  Men hunted elk, black-tailed deer, and beaver.  Black bear, 

cougar, wildcat, otters, minks, squirrels, pheasants, muskrats, rabbits, and 

chipmunks were also hunted, though they were not as popular as the elk 

and deer.  The Tillamook used several methods to hunt these animals. 

Bow and arrows:  Bow and arrows 

were used to take down small prey 

but weren’t as useful for killing deer 

or elk.  They were used to slow 

down or maim the animal so hunters 

could track it down and then kill it.   

 The Tillamook bows were 

about 30 inches long and made of 

white cedar, yew or heart of arbor vitae.  The long, curved, flat wood was 

about ¾ inches in width.     

 The sinew or string was taken from the elk or seal.   Hunters often 

painted their bows black to keep from startling prey with a flash of color.  

 Arrows were about 20-25 inches long and were made of hard wood.  

Wood was straightened and smoothed using a shaping rock.   

 Arrow heads were made of rock or bone.  The Tillamook chipped 

their arrowheads from the ready supply of hard rocks such as jasper, chalcedony and all types of agates.  The 

arrowhead was attached to the shaft by sinew.  Feathers were attached to the back of the arrow to help it fly straight.  

Hunters decorated their arrows so they could tell them apart from other hunters’ arrows.  The arrows were kept in a 

quiver made of hide and hung by the hunter ’s side. 

 Spears and Harpoons:  It is thought that the spear was used to take down the large animals, while the 

harpoons described in the fishing section were used to hunt the beaver and sea otter.  Both of these animals were prized 

for their luxurious fur pelts. 

The Tillamook would herd deer 

into enclosures.   

Hunting Tools 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Whistle 

 

Bola 

Quiver with 

arrows 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 
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 Animal Traps:  Hunters dug large 

pits in the middle of known game trails and 

placed barbed sticks in the bottom of the hole.  

They covered the holes to hide them from 

view.  Sometimes they dug them on the other 

side of a log concealing the pit.   

 Log or stone deadfall traps were 

also used to bring down big game.  The trap 

was set so the log or stone would fall on the 

animal, killing it.   

 Snares were made with rope and a 

noose.  The hunters used wood to make 

picket fences on game trails.  When the small 

animal tried to go through the fence, it would 

end up trapped with its head in a noose. 

  

 Herding Animals:  The Tillamook did not have horses to ride.  They had 

to herd large animals off a cliff, into a river, or into an enclosure to trap them.  The 

Tillamook did use dogs to help drive the animals.  These dogs were very valuable to 

the tribe and often had special privileges and food. 

 Decoys and Whistles:  The hunters made and used duck decoys when 

hunting.  They also used bird bones to make whistles to lure in their prey. 

 Fire:  In the spring, the hunters used fire to clear out large shrubby 

areas.  This turned them into grassy meadows to lure the deer and elk down from 

the forest to eat.   They also started small fires to scare game into their traps. 

  

Elk were hunted & trapped by 

the Tillamook 

Hunting Traps & Snares 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Snare 

Log Deadfall 

Stone Dead Fall 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 



15  

 

 The foothills of the Coast Range not only provided the Tillamook with meat, but added many berries and plants to 

their diet.  Each summer, temporary berry camps were set up in the forests next to the ocean.  The women and girls 

spent weeks collecting and storing a variety of berries.  They picked wild blackberries, strawberries, blueberries, 

huckleberries, thimbleberries, salal berries, serviceberries and salmonberries.   

 After collecting the berries, the women made shewell.  Shewell was made by boiling the berries and drying them 

into square little cakes.  These cakes could be stored well into the winter.  Women collected the valuable bear grass at 

this time.  This grass was used to weave many of their baskets. 

 The Tillamook collected and ate several types of plants.  The women used digging sticks to collect skunk 

cabbage, edible camas bulbs, wild asparagus, bracken fern, mountain sorrel, Wapato (potato), wild onions, and 

edible thistle.  The natives roasted, boiled, or steamed these vegetables.  A mortar and pestle or a metate and 

mano were used to grind a lot of the different foods. 

 

 

 

Salmonberry Thimbleberry Huckleberries 

Mortar & Pestle 

Berry Basket 
Metate & Mano 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 Since the climate of the Coastal Region was so mild, the natives didn’t have a need 

for a large variety of clothing.  During the warmer months, the women wore grass skirts like 

the hula-skirts of the Hawaiians.  They wore a cape over their shoulders.  The capes were 

made of the same grass as the skirt and looked just like the skirt, but they were tied 

together around the neck instead of the waist.  These garments were made of cedar bark.   

 During the colder months, the women wore buckskin-hide dresses or skirts.  They also wore this type of  

dress for special occasions.  They added bear grass and sea shells for special decorations.   

 The dresses women wore were made of tanned animal skins.  These hides were sewn with or without the fur still 

attached.  They were sewn with sinew (thread) made from dried animal tendons.  They used needles made from a single 

bone or a hollow bird bone.  They used a sharp awl to punch holes in the hide so the needle and thread could go 

through. 

 Women made themselves beautiful basket hats.  These hats looked like an upside down 

bowl on their head.  They were woven with many different grasses and designs. 

 The men of the village didn’t need to wear many clothes either.  During the warmer 

months, they wore a hide breechcloth held at the waist with a belt.  When the weather turned 

cold, the men wore buckskin leggings and shirts. 

 Both men and women went barefoot on the coast.  Leather moccasins would not hold up 

in such a wet environment. 

 Men adorned themselves in headdresses of feathers which stood up vertically on their 

heads.  They did not have the feathers trailing down the back as the Plains tribes did.  A large 

headdress showed leadership and wealth within the tribe. 

 Grooming was very important to the Tillamook.  They washed their hair with urine, the 

urea produced by many animal kidneys.  Once clean, they braided their hair into two braids.  They 

Clothing 

Headdress  

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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applied  fish oils and bear grease all over their bodies.  Not only did the women think this was very beautiful, but it also 

kept the fleas and mosquitoes away. 

 Jewelry was important to the Tillamook tribe.  They draped dentalium shells, clam shells, and chiton shells 

around their neck, wrists, waist, and legs.  Men favored wearing cone-shaped shells through the cartilage under their nose.  

Both men and women wore jewelry in their ears. 

 Both men and women liked to paint their faces with red and white paint.  This paint was a mixture of clay, fish eggs, 

and spit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shells used for decorations and jewelry 
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 The Tillamook were a very peaceful tribe.  The bounty of the ocean and coastal 

mountains provided everything they needed to live comfortably.   

 The Tillamook basically had four levels of society.  There was not just one chief, as 

in other tribes.  The first level was the leaders who shared responsibility for all decision 

making.  If a man was especially good at hunting, he would lead hunting parties, a skilled 

fisherman would be in charge of fishing, and a skilled, brave warrior would be in charge of a war party.   

 The leaders did have to confer with the middle-class citizens in most decision making.  The middle-class, which 

was the second level of society, consisted of most of the tribe.  These people were regular citizens who lived in 

comfortable homes and owned their own cedar planks and canoes.  They also had strands of the valuable dentalium 

shells.  These shells were found further to the north and were the monetary system of the Oregon Indians.  The 

longer the strand of the dentalium shells, the richer the person.  These were acquired through trade and were very 

valuable.    

 The third level of society was considered to be the poor.  They lived in mat houses and were either ill or had a 

difficult time providing food for themselves.  Below the poor were the slaves, the fourth level of society. The slaves were 

acquired from raiding other tribes and through trade with other tribes.  The Tillamook did not practice slavery like their 

neighbors to the north.  The slaves were basically treated the same as the poor.  They did have the chance to be traded 

back to their original tribe.   A child who was born to a slave was also considered a slave. 

 The men in the tribe were in charge of fishing, hunting, making tools, making canoes, and protecting the village.  

The canoes they built were for fishing and travelling up and down the ocean to trade with other villages.  Trading was an 

important way for the tribe to acquire items not available in their environment.  They traded with the tribes over the 

coastal mountains of Oregon.  These tribes provided them with the valuable obsidian.  Obsidian was a very strong and 

sharp rock that made the best knives, arrow heads, scrapers and tomahawks.   

  

Culture 
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 They traded with the tribes to the south.  They would  get slaves from them.  They didn’t usually keep these slaves 

for themselves.  Usually, they would turn around and trade those slaves with the tribes to the north.   The northern tribes  

practiced slavery.  The tribes to the north wanted these slaves because they were taken from so far away and it would be 

hard for them to escape back to their home.  By trading the slaves, they could collect the valuable dentalium shells.  

They also valued the larger canoes that the tribes to the north made.  They faired much better on the strong sea. 

 

 

 

 

 The Tillamook made three different sizes of canoes.  Their largest was as long as 50 feet and was used for sea 

travel.   It could hold 30 or more men.  These canoes were crafted from large cedar trees.  They would either find 

an already fallen cedar tree or cut one down using the fire method mentioned earlier.  They would then burn out the 

middle of the tree using a controlled burn.   

 Next, they used wedges or chisels to further hollow out the inside of the 

canoe.  The wedges and chisels were made of rock, bone, horns, or beaver 

teeth.  They used stone hammers or large rocks to hammer the chisels.  

Once the canoe was hollowed out, they used supporting beams spreading 

from side to side, across the canoe.   

 The building of the canoes happened in the winter.  In the spring, they 

painted the canoes using charcoal and fish oil.  The Tillamook also made 

wooden paddles to paddle and steer their canoes.  

  Bailers were often needed to scoop out the invading sea water.  

These scoop-like structures were either carved out of a single piece of wood or 

resembled a wooden basket. 

 

Large fallen trees were often 

used for canoes. 

The Tillamook traded for these larger Chinook canoes. 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

©Anna Meunier, 2008 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 
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 The Tillamook made two other canoes.  One was medium-sized and used for traveling on the river and bays.  

These canoes held 6 to 12 men.  The second canoe called a “shovelnose,” was smaller and used to carry only a few 

travelers in the calm streams and lakes.   

 The women of the tribe were also experts at canoeing and used them for travel. 

 The men of the tribe were very good at carving wood items such as: wooden bowls, spoons, cradles, and even 

wooden pillows. 

 The women of the tribe were in charge of collecting shell fish, crab, berries, roots and plants.  They spent their 

winters making baskets.  These baskets were used for collecting food.  They also made cooking baskets that were 

waterproof and had hot stones dropped into them for cooking.   

 Women also tanned animal skins.  These skins were taken as soon as the animal was killed.  They were staked 

out to dry and they then used stone or bone scrapers to scrape off the meat or hair of the animal.  They rubbed the 

animal’s brains into the hide to make it soft and pliable.  They smoked these hides to make them waterproof.   Finally, 

hides were cut and sewn into clothes or made into blankets or robes. The Tillamook also created blankets made from 

dog hair and goat hair. 

  

 

 

Shovelnose Canoe 

Canoe Paddles 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 
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 With all of this time spent collecting and storing food, there wasn’t a lot of time left to tend to the children.  The 

children of the tribe were very precious because only half of the children lived to be adults.  This task of taking care of 

the children of the village was left to the grandparents.  They were in charge of caring for and teaching them all about 

life in the wilderness.  The children spent their days learning about the right plants to harvest, how to make and shoot a 

bow and arrow, how to swim in the ocean and all of the other important life lessons. 

 When children reached their early teens, they went on their vision quest.  This quest assigned them their spirit 

helper.  The spirit helper, which was usually in the form of a plant or an animal, would help guide them through 

life.  A spirit helper that was in the form of a fish or crane meant the child would be a good fisherman.  A bear, wolf, seal, 

or eagle would make the child a great hunter.  A beaver or woodpecker 

meant the child would be a good canoe builder.  Children often saw the 

spirit helper that they wanted and had been training for since childhood.  

This helper was found after the child went into the forest to fast and 

pray for 5 days until the spirit helper came to them in the form of a 

dream.  Once the spirit helper showed itself, the child was allowed to go 

back to the village.  Children didn’t tell anyone who their spirit helper 

was until the winter festival.    

 The only time children revealed their spirit helper before the 

winter festival was if they had seen a snake in their dream.  This meant 

that they were to be shaman or medicine man. 

 The boys were sent out into the forest alone for ten days for their 

vision quest.  They were sent with only a knife and blanket.  They were 

not allowed to eat during this time.  They could only pray and chant.  

This was how they requested their spirit helper to show itself during a 

dream. 

 

 

 

Beaver or woodpecker= 

A Good canoe builder 

A snake = A shaman 

A bear, wolf, seal or 

eagle = a good hunter 

a crane or fish=                  

a good fisherman 

Children went on vision quests to discover their spirit 

helpers. 
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 The girls’ spirit quest was different.  She was assigned a female shaman who watched over her ceremony.  Like 

the boys, she was not allowed to eat during her vision quest.  Her quest began by squatting on a wooden plank for 

several days.  She wore her basket cap and was covered in a blanket with dentalium shells.   

 After two days, she was sent out at midnight to go up into the forest and bathe in a pond.   She returned to the 

village the next day and was not allowed to sit by the fire or touch it.  Two days later, the ceremony ended with the girl 

going out and swimming in the river.  Once the quest was over, she was ready for marriage. 

 It was the shaman’s job to heal the sick, cure the lame, and dispose of “evil spirits.”  The shaman used known 

plants as cures.  This medicine was kept in a bag made from otter skin.  Often, the shaman was called upon to cure a 

person who had violated one of the many tribal customs.  The Tillamook believed this is what caused them to be sick.  

The shaman  was also called upon to retrieve a person’s soul that had escaped.  The Tillamook believed an escaped 

soul caused a person to become suddenly ill, go insane, or have any other kind of emotional breakdown.  Sometimes, 

if a person could not be cured, they blamed it on a neighboring village’s evil shaman.  This way, the shaman wasn’t 

totally accountable for not being able to cure a person.  If a shaman wasn’t able to perform his or her job, he or she 

could be banished from the village. 
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 The wintertime brought tool-making, basket weaving, storytelling, singing, 

dancing, playing games, and gambling.  The natives ate their stores of food and 

spent time indoors out of the cold rain.    

  

 A very popular game with the Tillamook was called “Stick Game.”    This game was played with four people in two 

teams of two players.  It was a basic form of “The Shell Game.”  The teammates passed two bones back and forth, trying 

to conceal who had which token.  One of the bones would be white and the other black, or one plain and one decorated.  

The two players would hold out their fists concealing the hidden bones and the opposing team would try to guess which 

hands held the bones. 

 “Shinny” was another favorite game.  It was played using a wooden ball and some sticks shaped like hockey 

sticks.  Some of the players did not have sticks and kicked the ball with their feet.  This game played out like a regular 

game of soccer, except the goals on the beach would be very far away and the game would last half a day. 

 The Tillamook also had a game like bowling.  They would try to roll rocks between two sticks.  Doing so would 

score points. 

 The women of the tribe enjoyed playing a game of dice using four beaver teeth.  One side of the tooth was 

decorated and the other plain.  The women threw  the teeth and scored two points if all four dice landed the same way: 

all four plain sides up or all four decorated sides up.  One point was scored if two landed up and two landed down.  All 

other combinations meant the thrower lost one point and the turn went to the next person. 

 Boys enjoyed a game of “Hoop and Pole”.  The boys would roll a hoop that measured about 12 inches in 

diameter across a field.  Two teams of boys scored points for being able to shoot arrows or throw spears through the 

moving hoop. 

 

Winter Festival 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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 Many other games were also enjoyed.  These contests included practicing all of the skills the Tillamook valued, 

such as canoeing, hunting, fishing, wrestling, and tug of war. 

 The Tillamook had a different burial ceremony than most tribes.  They wrapped the person’s body in all of his 

dentalium shells, as well as shells donated by other tribe members.  They would then wrap the person in mats and 

robes and place the body in a plank box.  The box was placed inside the deceased person ’s canoe along with the 

paddles and all of the person’s personal items.  A smaller canoe would be placed over the larger one and tied together.  

This was placed on the ground in between four buried posts.  These posts held the deceased person’s fishing 

equipment and eating utensils.   

 The areas the canoes were set to rest in were considered  sacred burial grounds.  If a man died, his wife was 

expected to be in mourning for one year.  She cut off her hair, threw it in the fire and singed what hair was left on her 

head.  She was never allowed to say her husband’s name again.     



   

Chinook 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Cultural Areas of Oregon 

Chinook 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

 Jay Forest Penniman, cartographer. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Oregon Native American Tribe Climate 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
© Anna Meunier, 2008 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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 The Chinook Native American Tribe lived in the 

Lower Columbia Region.  The Lower Columbia 

Region covers the northwest corner of today’s state of 

Oregon.    The region began where the mouth of the 

Columbia River meets the Pacific Ocean.  The 

area included the rocky beaches and shores a few miles north and south of the 

mouth of the Columbia River.  The region followed both sides of the Columbia 

River, from the Pacific Ocean to the Cascade Mountain Range.  This important river 

is the border that separates Oregon and Washington today. The southern border of 

the Lower Columbia Region dropped down into the Willamette Valley.  This area 

included today’s major city of Portland and ended at present-day Oregon City. 

 This region 

was the smallest region of all of the Oregon Native 

American Culture Areas.  Even though it was the 

smallest, it had the most people living in it per-square-mile.  

This small area was able to support so many people 

because it had so many different environments.  Some of 

the most important environments in this area were the sea, 

beaches, and tide pools of the Pacific Ocean.  These 

environments provided the Chinook with a year-round food 

supply.  This region also had the Columbia River, which 

provided more food and fresh water.  More importantly, the 

river provided the Chinook with transportation.  The 

Chinook did not have horses, so  they travelled on foot or 

by canoe.     

Chinook 

Settlement Patterns of Oregon Native Americans  

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Columbia River 

Rothestein, Arthur, 1915, Library of Congress 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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 Another environment within this region was the mountains along the Columbia River.  The low-rising Coastal 

Range Mountains and the towering Cascade Mountains were full of red cedar, white fir, hemlock, and spruce 

trees.  The mountain ranges offered a wide variety of small and large game.  Lastly, the Lower Columbia Region had the 

Willamette Valley and its marshes and meadows.  This environment provided the Chinook with many berries, 

seeds, nuts, bulbs, and plants.  The Chinook did not have to travel far to harvest the food they needed to survive.   

 The mild climate of the Lower Columbia Region was very wet, misty, and foggy with occasional sun.   This mild 

region was not hot or cold. The average year-round temperature was between 48°-68° Fahrenheit.  It usually did not 

snow in this region.  If it did snow, it was usually high in the mountains.  The Willamette Valley occasionally got a 

snowstorm severe enough to blanket it with snow.  

 The Chinook tribe was made up of several different bands: the Cascades, Cathlamet, Clackamas, Clatsop, 

Cooniach, Multnomah and Wasco.  These bands lived up and down the Columbia River.   

 The Chinook tribes lived in permanent villages along the banks of the 

Columbia River.  The villages had as few as 20 people or as many as 50 people 

living together. 

 The best village sites were right on the Columbia River with a clear view 

up and down the river banks.  It was important for them to be on the river so they 

could be on the trade route.  The trade route allowed them to trade goods with 

other tribes.  The river view also allowed the Chinook to watch for invading 

enemy tribes.  Lastly, the river supplied the Chinook with a ready supply of fresh 

water.   

 It was also important that the Chinook village was situated near trees.  

The trees provided them with a never-ending supply of firewood.  They used a 

lot of firewood in this mild, damp area.  It was also essential that they be near 

their food supplies like plants, roots, berries, and large-animal game trails. 

 

Chinook Native American on                    

the Columbia River. 

Library of Congress 
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 A village was made up of several plank houses that contained as many as three 

families each.  Plank houses were built in long rows facing the Columbia River.  This way, 

the natives could easily protect themselves. 

 The Chinook lived in permanent plank houses that measured about 40 feet wide and 

80 feet long.   Some houses were as long as 120 feet and had more than one door.  The homes were dug into the 

ground one to five feet deep.   Once the hole was dug, the men used four big poles to make the corner posts.  Next, the 

framework was connected to the four corner posts.  They needed this framework to attach the cedar planks.  To create 

the walls of the house, the Chinook used plank cedar boards. The wall’s cedar planks were put in vertically, not 

horizontally like the tribes 

to the south.  Next, the 

Chinook buried the very 

tall ridge posts down the 

middle of the house.  

These tall ridge posts 

supported the peak of the 

roof.  Ridge posts were 

buried about every twenty 

feet and carved or painted 

for decoration.  They left 

some of the branches 

sticking out on one side of 

the post to use as a 

ladder.  Finally, the roof 

boards were put in place.  

They left openings in the 

roof for smoke to escape. 

  

Chinook Plank Houses 

Chinook Plank House 

Chinook left branches 

on one side of the 

ridge post to use       

as a ladder. 
Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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This whole house was constructed without nails or wooden pegs.   A round door was cut into the front of the house.  

They covered the door with a cedar mat, elk hide, or wood cover. 

 The Chinook spent a lot of time making the cedar boards needed to build their houses.  The more boards a man 

owned, the richer he was.  The Chinook first cut a large cedar tree down by using fire.  This sounds dangerous, but the 

natives chopped a wedge out of the tree at the base and started a small, controlled fire to do the rest of the work.  They 

poured water on the areas they didn’t want to burn.  The fire burned through the base, and the tree fell to the ground.  

Once the tree was on the ground, they used elk horn or beaver teeth wedges lined up in a row and stone hammers 

to split the tree into planks.  These planks were two or three feet wide and three to six inches thick.  No saw mills were 

needed on this frontier! 

 Inside the house, a fire pit was dug into the floor in between each ridge post.  Above each fire was an opening in 

the roof to let the smoke out.  Meat and fish were hung on wooden racks near the fire to be smoked, cured, and stored 

for later use.   Around the fire pit were mats of woven cedar to sit on.  Cedar mats divided family living areas.  Lining one 

of the walls of the house were several bunks.  These beds were about three feet wide. On the bunks were more cedar 

mats or blankets made of fur.  They hung mats around their sleeping bunks for added warmth.  The Chinook kept a 

ready supply of firewood under the bed.  Collecting firewood and keeping it dry was a never-ending job in such a wet 

climate. 

         Another structure that was built by the Chinook was the 

sweat lodge.  It was dug into the ground with four poles tied 

together for support.  Next, they covered the frame with hemlock 

bark and dirt.  A fire was built outside to heat the rocks that 

were carried into the sweat lodge.  Once the hot rocks were in 

the pit that was dug in the middle of the sweat lodge, they poured 

water over them to create steam.  They used these sweat 

houses to cure sickness. 

 

 

 

Chinook Sweat Lodge 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 The ocean, beaches, rivers, streams and forests provided the Chinook with a rich 

bounty of food.  Their main food source was salmon.   The three varieties of salmon they 

ate were the Chinook, chum, and silver salmon.  They dried it by cutting it into small slivers 

of meat and hanging it over the fire on drying racks.  It had to be cut small enough so flies 

would not lay their larvae of maggots in it, rotting the fish.  Once it was dry, they ground it 

into powder to store for later use.  Sometimes, they left it dry and then soaked or boiled it in water to make it easier to 

chew.  They stored dried salmon eggs the same way. 

 Another way they cooked salmon was over a fire.  They skewered the fish with a pole and held it over the open 

flame.  Another easy way to cook it was to place the skewers in the ground next to the fire.  Steaming the fish was 

another option.  They lined a hole with hot rocks from the fire.  Then they laid the fish over the rocks and covered it with 

green leaves.  Next, they poured water over the hole, steaming the fish. 

 The Chinook had several ways of 
catching the salmon: 

Fishing weirs:  These dam-like structures were 

built out over a river or stream.  They were 

wooden platforms that reached far out into the 

river.  Another weir was built on the other side of 

the river, almost bridging the two platforms.  The 

platforms were built with fences beneath them so 

the fish had to go through the middle of the weir.   

  

 

 

Food 

Fishing Weir 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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From the fishing platform, the 
Chinook could use nets made of 
woven grass and wood handles 
to scoop out the fish.   

 

 

 Nets were made of woven iris and dogbane plants.  

 The Chinook used fishing line made of sinew and bone hooks to catch 
the fish.   

Spears were made of a wood handle and rock spear points and were 
used in shallow water. 

  

Leisters looked like a spear, but had two prongs made from bone.  The 
prongs would grab and hold the fish to be hauled ashore.  These were also 
used in shallow water. 

  

Harpoons helped bring in the bounty of fish.  These were much like the 
spears, but once they stabbed a fish, the bone spear point would disconnect 
from the wooden handle.  The connected rope tied to the spear point was then 
used to haul in the fish.  

Fish Nets  

Fish Hooks  

 

 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Spears 

Gig 

Leister 

Harpoon 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 
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 Any fish brought in that was still alive was clubbed using a wooden 
salmon club, whale-bone salmon club, or stone club.  Sometimes, they 
just used a short stick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 During the many fish runs, the Chinook set up 
temporary fishing camps where they would do nothing but 
catch and dry fish for the permanent village.   

 

Fish Traps:  The conical-shaped trap was outfitted with 

sharp stakes that would trap and kill the fish once it tried to 

swim back out.  They caught salmon, steelhead, lamprey 

eels, and sturgeon  in this way. 

 

Fish Nets:  These fifty-foot nets were cast over the stream 

or near a weir.  They attached floats to the top of the grass-

woven nets and rock sinkers to the bottom of the net.  

These floating sheets of net snared the fish coming up the 

river. 

 

Salmon 

Fish Traps 

Spawning Salmon Months Harvested 

Humpback & Chinook February-April & November 

Sockeye May-July 

Coho August 

Chum September 

Steelhead & Trout December to January & July 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Salmon Jumping on the Columbia River 

C.B. Johnson, 1901, Library of Congress 

Library of Congress 

Salmon Nets and Traps 

Fishing on a platform with a fishing net. 

NW University Library, Edward S. Curtis’s ‘The North American Indian’: the Photo-

graphic Images, 1901 LOCNW University Library, Edward S. Curtis’s ‘The North 

American Indian’: the Photographic Images, 1901 LOC 

 

NW University Library, Edward S. Curtis’s ‘The North American Indian’: 

the Photographic Images, 1901 LOCNW University Library, Edward S. 

Curtis’s ‘The North American Indian’: the Photographic Images, 1901 

LOC 

Salmon Fishing 
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Canoe:  The Chinook were experts at canoeing.  They used the canoe, harpoon, spears, nets, and lines to haul in 

several fish.  They made large sea going canoes and smaller ones used in the river. 

 Salmon was the main food source for the Chinook, but they also ate steelhead and trout.  They caught these fish 

the same ways they caught the salmon. 

 The Chinook caught many fish out of the ocean.  They caught these by going out during low tide and building a 

rock wall encircling a small bay.  Once high tide came, the fish would swim over the 

rock walls into the bay.  When the tide then receded, the fish were trapped inside the 

bay by the rock walls.  Herring, pilchard, and shiners were harvested this way.  The 

Chinook also ate any sturgeon that washed ashore. 

 Whales were  very valuable to the Chinook Tribe.  If a whale got trapped in a 

bay or wash up on the beach, the Chinook went out and salvaged every part of the 

whale leaving only the large-bone skeleton behind.  The precious whale blubber was 

carved from the body and dropped into large wooden troughs or small canoes.  They 

boiled the blubber using hot rocks until the oil boiled to the surface.  They used the 

whale’s own bladder and innards to store the oil.  This fish oil was a valuable trade item 

for the Chinook.  The whale meat was cut off the animal and used.  Lewis and Clark 

once ate whale blubber.   They wrote that the whale blubber was spongy and tasted 

much like beaver.   

The Chinook used many 

parts of a  whale. 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

Chinook-Style Canoe 
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 They even used the whale sinew (the tendon that connected the meat to bone) for rope. 

 Some of the whale bones were carried away by the Chinook.  They used the large whale vertebrates for stools 

to sit on in their plank houses.  They used other bones for salmon clubs, hide scrapers, knives, eating utensils, trays, 

spoons, and a variety of other tools. 

 The shores along the ocean provided the Chinook with many other foods.  They hunted and clubbed sealions, 

seals, and porpoises.  The clubs they used were tomahawks which were made of wood handles and a glassy-

flaked rock head.  It looked like our modern-day hatchet.  Rough stone clubs  were fashioned the same way, except 

using a smooth, round, unflaked rock.   

 The Chinook used digging sticks that were about 3 ½ feet long and sharpened to a point.  

An elk antler was attached to the top and used as a handle.  This important digging stick was 

given to a girl at birth and was made by her grandmother.  These digging sticks were given to 

young girls, who would keep and use them for the rest of their lives. 

 The women and girls used these sticks to pry edible mussels, Roman purple snails, and 

chitons from rocks.  They also used them to dig up clams and cockles.  Cancer crab was 

also caught in low tide. 

 They collected and carried these in special woven baskets.  The 

baskets were special because they had a very loose weave so the water 

and sand would sift out while they were 

working.  These baskets also came with a 

long strap so the women could hang them 

around their neck and keep their hands free 

to dig.   

 The bluffs and cliffs next to the ocean 

supplied the Chinook with several varieties of 

birds and eggs.   Two of the main birds  

they ate were duck and geese.  The coast, 

marshes, and ponds had a ready supply waiting to be hunted.  The hunters used a bow and 

Clams 

Digging Stick 

used for    

shellfish 

Woven Clam Basket 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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arrow to kill the birds, but they also used clubs and nets.  They often hung a large grass woven net in the 

bird’s flight pattern.  The net trapped the ducks and geese in flight.   

 The foothills of the mountain ranges added meat, plants, and berries to the Chinook’s diet.  Men hunted elk, 

black-tailed deer, and beaver.  Black bear, cougar, wildcat, otter, minks, squirrels, muskrats, rabbits, and 

chipmunks were also hunted.  They were not as popular as the elk and deer.  The Chinook used several 

methods to hunt these animals. 

Bow and Arrows:  Bow and arrows were used to take down small prey, but weren ’t as useful for killing  deer or 

elk.  They were used to slow down or maim the animal so they could track it 

down and kill it.   

 The Chinook’s bows were about 30 inches long and made of white 

cedar, yew, or heart of arbor vitae.  The long, curved, flat wood was about ¾ 

inches in width.     

 The sinew or string used was taken from the elk or seal.  Sinew is the 

stringy, tough tendon that attaches the muscle to the bone.  Hunters often 

painted their bows black to keep from startling prey with a flash of color.  

Arrows were about 20-25 inches long and were made of hardwood.  Wood 

was straightened and smoothed using a shaping rock.   

 Arrowheads were made of rock or bone.  The Chinook chipped 

their arrowheads from the ready supply of hard rocks, such as jasper, 

chalcedony and all types of agates.  The 

arrowhead was attached to the shaft by 

sinew.  Feathers were attached to the back of 

the arrow to help it fly straight.  Hunters often decorated their arrows so they could 

tell them apart from other hunters’ arrows.  The arrows were kept in a quiver made of 

hide and hung by the hunter’s side. 

 

Hunting Tools 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

 

Bola 

Whistle 

Quiver with 

Arrows 

Jasper, chalcedony & agates 

 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 Spears and Harpoons:  The spear was used to take down the large 

animals, while the harpoons described in the fishing section were used to hunt 

the beaver and sea otter.  Both of these animals were prized for their luxurious 

fur pelts. 

 Animal Traps:  The Chinook dug large pits in the middle of known 

game trails and placed barbed sticks in the bottom of the hole.  They covered 

the holes to hide them from view.  Sometimes they dug them on the other side 

of a log, concealing the pit.   

 Log or Stone Deadfall Traps were used to bring down big game.  The 

trap was set so a log or stone would fall on the animal, killing it.   

  

 

 Snares were made with rope and a noose.  The 

natives used wood to make picket fences on a game 

trail.  When the small animal tried to go through the 

fence, it  would end up trapped with its head in a 

noose. 

 Herding Animals: The Chinook had to herd 

the large animals off a cliff, into a river or into an 

enclosure to trap them.  The Chinook used dogs to 

help drive the animals.  These dogs were very 

valuable to the tribe and often had special privileges 

and food. 

 Decoys and Whistles:  The hunters made 

and used duck decoys when hunting.  They also used 

bird bones to make whistles to lure in their prey. 

The Chinook preferred elk over 

deer. 

Hunting Traps & Snares 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Stone Deadfall 

Snare 

Log Deadfall 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 Fire:  In the spring, the Chinook used fire to clear out large, shrubby areas.  This turned them into grassy 

meadows to attract the deer and elk down from the forest to eat.   They also started small fires to scare game into traps 

set by hunters. 

 The foothills of the mountain ranges not only provided the Chinook with meat, but added many roots, berries and 

plants to their diet.  Each summer, temporary berry camps were set up in the forests next to the ocean.  The women and 

girls spent weeks collecting and storing a variety of berries.  They picked blackberries, wild strawberries, blueberries, 

huckleberries, thimbleberries, salal, serviceberries and salmonberries.   

 The Chinook used seed beaters to gently knock the berries into their berry baskets.  This way, they could harvest 

many berries quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

Salmonberries Thimbleberries Huckleberries 

Berry Basket 

Seed Beater 
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(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 After collecting the berries, the women made pemmican loaf.  Pemmican loaf was made by boiling the berries, 

drying them, and then grinding them up.  Next, they mixed the ground dried berries with dried salmon and formed them 

into cakes.  These cakes could be stored well into the winter.   

 The Chinook collected and ate several types of plants from the Willamette Valley.  The women used digging 

sticks to collect Wapato (similar to a potato),  lupine,  camas bulbs, bracken fern, wild onions, and edible thistle.  The 

natives roasted, boiled, or steamed these vegetables.   

A wooden mortar and stone pestle or a stone metate and stone mano were used to grind many different foods. 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metate & Mano Wooden Mortar 

Pestle 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 
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Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 
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 Since the climate of the Lower Columbia Region was so mild, the natives didn’t have 

a need for a large variety of clothing.  During the warmer months, the women wore short 

wrap-around skirts or aprons made of shredded cedar bark.  These skirts looked 

very much like a grass Hawaiian hula-skirt.  They also wore a cape made of woven rushes 

over their shoulders .   

     During the colder months women wore fur robes, woven hats, and rain cloaks 

made of rushes.  The women also wore elk-hide dresses.  These dresses used 

tanned elk hides.  They sewed them with sinew (thread).  They used needles made 

of carved wood or a hollow bird bone.  They used a sharp awl to punch holes in the 

hide so the needle and thread could go through. 

 Women made beautiful woven hats.  They used rushes that swelled together 

when they became wet, making the hat waterproof. 

 The men did not need many clothes either.  In the warmer months, they wore 

an elk-hide breechcloth held up by a woven belt.  When it got colder, they wore elk-

hide shirts and leggings with a belt.  Like the women, they wore fur robes, 

woven hats, rain cloaks, and sometimes a blanket.  The men and women 

seldom wore moccasins.  The wet environment ruined the tanned leather. 

 The Chinook soaked the inner bark of the cedar tree in hot water to make it 

soft.  They used this to braid ropes, headbands, and belts.  They pounded the inner 

bark of the cedar tree until it was feather soft.  This material was used to make baby 

blankets, diapers, and towels. 

  

 

Clothing 

NW University Library, Edward S. Curtis’s ‘The North Ameri-

can Indian’: the Photographic Images, 1901 LOCNW Uni-

versity Library, Edward S. Curtis’s ‘The North American 

Indian’: the Photographic Images, 1901 LOC 

 

Woman in cedar bark cape preparing cedar 

bark for clothing. 
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Girl   

wearing 

beaded 

buckskin 

dress. 

NW University Library, Edward S. Curtis’s ‘The North American Indian’: the Photographic Images, 1901 LOCNW University Library, Edward S. Curtis’s ‘The North American Indian’: the Photographic Images, 1901 LOC 

 Grooming was very important to the Chinook.  They washed their hair with urine, the urea produced by many 

animals’ kidneys.  Once clean, they would braid their hair into two braids.  They applied  fish oils and bear grease all over 

their bodies.  Not only did the women think this was very beautiful, but it also kept the fleas and mosquitoes away.  
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dentalium 

shells  

through  

his 

pierced  

nose. 

Dresses 

like these 
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for special 

occasions 

and were 
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“regalia”. 

Typical 

Chinook 

male. 
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basket 

hat. 

Profile of 

a Chinook 

girl. 
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 The Chinook were a very protective tribe.  They were always on the look out for an 

invading tribe.  They had so much food that other tribes would sometimes try to steal their 

food or use clam and oyster beds that belonged to them.  The tribes to the north liked to try 

to steal away people from the Chinook and use them as slaves.  They were always ready 

to fight to protect their belongings and people. 

 The Chinook were also known as the flathead tribe.  They were called this because they flattened their babies’ 

heads.  They thought the flat head was very attractive.  Only slaves had ugly round heads that were not flattened at 

birth.  For the first year of life, the Chinook strapped their babies to a cradleboard.  At the top of the cradleboard, they 

tied another board at an angle, gently pressing against the forehead.  Every so often, they would tighten the board 

again, flattening the head.  This ritual was not believed to be painful or harmful to the baby.  The face remained flat from 

the nose to the crown of the head through adulthood. 

 The Chinook had three levels of society.  The first class was 

considered to be free and rich.  This included the “headman.”  The 

headman was the leader of the tribe and was voted in by the rest of the 

people.  He also had a council who aided him in decision making.  Besides 

the headman and the council, the rest of the upper class lived in 

comfortable homes and owned their own cedar planks and canoes.  They 

also owned strands of the valuable dentalium shells.  These shells were 

found further to the north and used for money by the Oregon Native 

Americans.  The longer the strand of the dentalium shells, the richer the 

person was.   These shells were acquired through trade and were very 

valuable.    

 

  

Chinook Culture 

Man Measuring Dentalium Shells 
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 The second level of society was considered free, but poor or lower class.  They often lived in woven rush houses 

and were either ill or had a difficult time providing food for themselves.   

 Below the poor were the slaves.  The slaves were acquired from raiding other tribes and through trade with other 

tribes.  The Chinook did not practice slavery like their neighbors to the north.  The slaves were basically treated the same 

as the poor.  They did have the chance to be traded back to their original tribe.   A child who was born to a slave was 

also considered a slave. 

 The Chinook were considered to be a very rich and powerful tribe.  Not only did they have a ready supply of fish, 

meat, and plants, but they also controlled the 

Columbia River.  This was important because 

they were at the heart of the trading network.  

Tribes from all over Oregon travelled to The 

Dalles and Celilo Falls to trade every year.  

The other tribes travelled up and down the 

Pacific Ocean and the Columbia River to get to 

these huge trade fairs.  Tribes came from 

everywhere to meet and barter their specialty 

items.  The tribes from the north brought the 

valuable dentalium shells, blankets and beads.  

The Coastal tribes brought Wapato (potato), 

bones, and shells. The southern Oregon tribes 

brought Wocas (lily pad roots), slaves, and 

baskets.  The Great Basin tribes brought 

obsidian, roots, and seeds. The Plains tribes 

brought buffalo hides and meat.  Last, but not 

least, the Chinook had their dried salmon to 

trade.  Here, everyone would meet and trade 

their items for something that they did not have 

in their own area.   
Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Jay Forest Penniman, cartographer. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 Since everyone spoke a different language, they invented a special language everyone could understand.  This 

“trade language” was called “Chinookan Jargon”.  It was not the Chinook’s language, but a simple language everyone 

could understand. 

 The men in the tribe were in charge of fishing, hunting, making tools, making canoes, and protecting the village.  

The canoes they built were for fishing and travelling up and down the ocean and river to trade with other villages.   

 The Chinook made three different sizes of canoes.  The largest was as long as 50 feet and was used for sea 

travel.   It could hold 30 or more men.  These canoes were crafted from large cedar trees.  They either found an 

already fallen cedar tree or cut one down using the fire method mentioned earlier.  They burned out the middle of the tree 

using a controlled burn.   

 Next, they used wedges or chisels to further hollow out the inside of the 

canoe.  The wedges and chisels were made of rock, bone, horns, or beaver 

teeth.  They used stone hammers or large rocks to hammer the chisels.  

Once the canoe was hollowed out, they used supporting beams spreading 

from side to side across the canoe.   

 The building of the canoes would happen in the winter.  In the spring, 

they painted the canoes using charcoal and fish oil.  The Chinook also made 

wooden paddles to paddle and steer their boats.  

  Bailers were often needed to scoop out the invading sea water.  

These scoop-like structures were either carved out of a single piece of wood 

or resembled a wooden basket. 

 

  

 

 

 

Large fallen trees were often 

used for canoes. 
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 The Chinook made two other canoes.  One was medium-sized and used for traveling on the river and bays.  

These canoes held six to twelve men.  The other canoe was smaller and called a “shovelnose”.  It was used to carry 

only a few travelers in the calm streams and lakes.   

 

  

 

 

 

The women of the tribe were also experts at canoeing and used them for travel. 

 The men of the tribe were very good at carving wood items.  They spent their 

time carving totem poles, wooden bowls, spoons, cradles, and even wooden 

pillows. 

 The women of the tribe were in charge of collecting shell fish, crab, berries, 

roots, and plants.  They spent their winters making baskets.  These baskets were 

used for collecting berries, clams and dried salmon and meat.  They made cooking 

baskets that were waterproof and had hot stones dropped into them for 

cooking.   

 Women tanned animal skins.  These skins were taken as soon as the animal 

was killed.  They were staked out to dry, and then they used stone or bone scrapers 

to scrape off the meat or hair of the animal.  They rubbed the animal’s brains into 

the hide to make it soft and pliable.  They smoked these hides to make them 

waterproof.   The hides were eventually ready to be cut and sewn into clothes or 

made into blankets or robes. 

  

 

The Chinook traded for these larger Chinook Canoes 

Shovelnose Canoe 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 With all of this time spent collecting and storing food, there wasn’t a 

lot of time left to tend to the children.  The children of the tribe were very 

precious because only half of the children lived to be adults.  The task of 

taking care of the infants and young children of the village was left to the 

young girls of the tribe.   Once old enough, the girls went with their 

mothers and aunts to identify and gather all kinds of roots, berries, and 

plants.  Meanwhile, the boys of the tribe were being taught how to hunt, 

make tools, and fish by their fathers and uncles. 

 When children reached their early teens, they went on a vision 

quest.  This quest assigned them a spirit helper.  The spirit helper 

was usually in the form of a plant or an animal and would guide them 

through life.  The spirit helper could be almost any animate or inanimate 

object: flint, blue jay, grizzly bear, or a fir tree, for example.  This helper 

was found after the child went into the forest to fast and pray alone for 

several days.  They could not return, even if they were sick or scared.  

They stayed there until the spirit helper came to them in the form of a 

dream.  Once the spirit helper showed itself, they were allowed to go back 

to the village.  Once at the village, they sang and danced for the village, 

revealing their spirit helper. 

 If the spirit helper was a snake, the girl or boy was to become a 

shaman or medicine man.  It was the shaman ’s job to heal the sick, cure the lame, and dispose of evil spirits.  The 

shaman used known plants as cures.  This medicine was kept in a bag made from otter skin.  The shaman was called 

upon to cure a person who had violated one of the many tribal customs.  The Chinook believed this is what caused them 

to be sick.  The shaman was also called upon to retrieve a person’s soul that had escaped.  The Chinook believed an 

escaped soul caused a person to become suddenly ill, go insane, or have any other kind of emotional breakdown.  If a 

person could not be cured, he or she blamed it on a neighboring village’s evil shaman.  This way, the shaman wasn’t 

totally accountable for being unable to cure a person.  If a shaman wasn’t able to perform his or her job, he or she could 

be banished from the village. 

 

Edward S. Curtis 1868-1952 
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 The wintertime brought tool-making, basket weaving, storytelling (only done in 

the winter time), singing, dancing, playing games, and gambling.  The natives ate their 

stores of food and spent time indoors out of the cold rain.    

 A very popular game with the Chinook 

was called “Stick Game’”  This game was 

played with four people in two teams of two players.  It was a basic form of 

“The Shell Game.”  Teammates passed two bones back and forth, trying to 

conceal who had which token.  One of the bones would be white and the 

other black, or one plain and one decorated.  The two players held out their 

fists concealing the hidden bones, and the opposing team would try to guess 

which hands held the bones.  The game could last only a few minutes or go 

on for weeks. 

 “Shinny” was another favorite game.  It was played using a wooden 

ball and some sticks shaped like hockey sticks.  Some of the players did 

not have sticks and kicked the wooden ball with their feet.  This game played 

out like a regular soccer game, except the goals on the beach would be very 

far away, and the game would last half a day. 

 The Chinook also had a game like our modern-day bowling.  They 

would try to roll rocks between two sticks.  Doing so scored points. 

 The women of the tribe enjoyed playing a game of dice using four 

beaver teeth.  One side of the tooth was decorated and the other was 

plain.  The women threw the teeth and scored two points if all four teeth 

landed the same way—all four plain sides up or all four decorated sides up.  

Winter Festival 

 

Edward S. Curtis 1868-1952 

Woman pounding fish    

using a  wooden mortar 

and pestle. 
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One point was scored if two landed up and two landed down.  All other combinations meant the thrower lost one point and 

the turn went to the next person. 

 Boys enjoyed a game of “Hoop and Pole.”  The boys rolled a hoop that measured about 12 inches in diameter 

across a field.  Two teams of boys scored points for being able to shoot arrows or throw spears through the moving hoop. 

 Many other games were also enjoyed.  These contests included practicing all of the skills the Chinook valued, such 

as canoeing, hunting, fishing, wrestling, and tug of war.  

 The Chinook had a different burial ceremony from most other tribes.  They wrapped the person’s body in all of his 

dentalium shells and other shells donated by other tribe members.  They wrapped the person in mats and robes and 

placed the body in a plank box.  The box was placed inside the deceased person’s canoe along with the paddles and all 

of the person’s personal items.  This was placed on the ground in between four buried posts.  These posts held the 

deceased person’s fishing equipment and eating utensils.   

                                                   

Edward S. Curtis 1868-1952 
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Oregon Native American Tribe Climate 
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 The Takelma Native American Tribe lived in the southern Oregon area between the 

Cascade and Coastal Mountain Ranges.  This area is now known as the Rogue 

Valley.  The Takelma’s border to the north was the Umpqua River in the Grants Pass 

area.  The eastern border was the towering Cascade Mountains.  Their region went as far 

south as today’s city of Ashland.  The western border was the Applegate River near the 

present-day city of Jacksonville.  This large valley provided the Takelma with everything they needed to live 

comfortably.   

 The lifeblood for the Takelma Native Americans was the Rogue 

River and its tributaries: Bear Creek, Evans Creek, the Applegate 

River, and the Illinois River.   The name “Takelma” means “those living 

along side the river.”  The Takelma built their permanent villages next to 

the Rogue River.  This river provided them with one of their main food 

sources, the salmon.  The river cut through many forests and meadows 

of the Rogue Valley.  These forests and meadows provided the Takelma 

with large and small game.   They also provided the Takelma with many 

trees, plants, roots, and berries.   

 The Table Rocks towered 800 feet above the Rogue River.  These 

two important physical features were very special to the Takelma.  They 

held many sacred ceremonies at this site. 

 The climate of the Rogue Valley area has four distinct seasons.  Winters are very wet and cold, and it  

sometimes snows.  The Takelma spent these long winter months indoors living off of the food they had collected and 

stored from the rest of the year.  The spring and fall are mild and wet.  This was a time to get outdoors and begin 

foraging for food again.  The summers are very hot and dry.  During this time, the Takelma left their permanent villages 

and lived in temporary camps where they harvested fish, berries, plants, and roots.   

Takelma 

The Rogue River 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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 The permanent villages the Takelma lived in were near the Rogue River.  Villages 

had as few as 30 people or as many as 150 people.  Here, they built plank houses.  Each 

family lived in its own house.  The houses were made of  sugar pine trees. 

 These plank houses were about 12 feet wide and 18 feet long.  They started by 

digging a rectangular area down into the ground 1 to 2 feet deep.  They buried four corner 

posts that would be the height of the walls.  Next, they lashed boards on top of each corner post with hazel 

fibers.  This connected them together to make a frame for the wall.  The Takelma then began burying the split 

boards of sugar pine in the ground.  These boards were put in vertically, reaching to the top of the frame, creating the 

walls.  They would fill the cracks between the boards with clay, moss, dirt and grass.   

 Next, the Takelma buried two tall ridge posts in 

the center of each wall at the end of the house.  This 

created the roof line.  The ridge poles were forked at 

the end.  The Takelma rested the middle roof pole on 

the two forks, creating the tallest part of the roof.  They 

covered the roof with large pieces of cedar or fir bark.  

Then they would go back and cut a door hole about 3 

feet up from the ground.  They covered this hole with a 

sliding plank door.  The hole was so high from the 

ground that they would push dirt back up against the 

wall to create a ramp in the front of the house. 

 Inside of the door, they made a ladder that lead 

down into the house.  The ladder was made of one 

large log with notches cut out to make steps.   

 

Takelma Plank Houses 

Takelma Plank House 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 In the middle of the plank house, the Takelma built a fire pit.  This is where all of the daily activities took place.  Far 

above the fire pit were wooden racks extending across the ceiling.  Here, they smoked and cured fish and meat.  Above 

the rack, they left an opening in the roof for smoke to escape.    

 Around the fire pit, the Takelma  would cut a ledge into the earth.  This couch–like ledge was where people sat and 

slept.  They covered the ledge with woven cattail mats.   

 Lining the edge of one wall were wooden bunks.  These bunks were about three feet wide and were used for beds.  

For added comfort, the Takelma used dry grass, pine needles, cattail mats, and rabbit fur robes.  The other wall had all of 

their possessions, tools, and baskets full of dried meat and ground acorn.  They also hung food in baskets from the ceiling 

and walls.  This kept the rodents out of their food stores. 

 The Takelma spent a lot of time making the sugar pine boards needed to build their houses.  The more boards a 

man owned, the richer he was.  The Takelma first chose a sugar pine tree that was about the height they needed.  Then 

they burned the tree off at the right 

height.  Once the tree was on the 

ground, they used sharpened elk horn 

wedges lined up in a row and stone 

hammers to split the tree into planks.  

These planks were two or three feet 

wide and three to six inches thick.  No 

sawmills were needed on this frontier! 

 Some of the less fortunate 

Takelmas lived in a smaller dwelling 

called a bark and plank house.  This 

small house also started with a hole dug 

down into the earth.  They then lined 

this pit with smaller wooden planks 

sticking out of the ground.  Next, they 

added a roof made of brush and bark. 

  

Takelma Bark & Plank House 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 During the hot summer months and when setting up temporary food gathering camps, the Takelma lived in brush 

shelters.  These brush shelters consisted of light poles buried in the ground.  They covered the frame with 

brush and bark. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The last structure that was built by the Takelma was the sweat lodge.  It was also dug into the ground with four 

poles tied together for support.  Next, they covered the frame with hemlock bark and dirt.  A fire was built outside in 

which they heated rocks.  They then would carry the hot rocks into the sweat lodge.  Once the rocks were in the pit dug 

in the middle of the sweat lodge, they poured water over them to create steam.  They used sweat lodges to cure 

sickness.  Only men were allowed in the sweat lodge.  Women made their own sweat lodge by covering their head with a 

large blanket and crouching over steaming rocks. 

 

 

 

 

 

Takelma Brush House Framework 

Takelma Sweat Lodge 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 
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 The Rogue River, streams, meadows 

and forests provided the Takelma with a rich 

bounty of food.   The Takelma were known as 

“hunters and gatherers.”  This means they 

didn’t grow their own food.  They moved about 

the Rogue Valley hunting and collecting their food as it came into season.  

They spent the spring, summer, and fall harvesting, drying, curing, and 

storing the food they collected.  During the winter when game and plants 

were scarce, the natives lived off of their stored food. 

  One of the main food sources of the Takelma was salmon.  They dried 

salmon by smoking it over a fire.  They cut it into small strips of meat,  

hanging it over the fire on drying racks.  This smoked and cured the meat so 

it wouldn’t rot.  It had to be cut small enough so the flies couldn’t lay their 

larvae of maggots in it, rotting the 

fish.  Once it was dry, they stored 

it in their homes in baskets lined 

with fish skin.  They also ground the dried fish into a powder.  They took the 

powder and mixed it with Manzanita berries, sugar pine nuts, and animal fat. 

They rolled them into balls and stored them in baskets to use later.  They 

stored the dried salmon eggs the same way. 

 Another way to cook salmon was over a fire.  They skewered the fish 

with a pole and held it over the open fire.  Another easy way to cook it was to 

place the skewers in the ground next to the fire.  Steaming the fish was 

another option.  They lined a hole with hot rocks from the fire.  Then they laid 

the fish over the rocks and covered it with green leaves.  Next, they poured 

Food 

Salmon 

The Rogue River 
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water over the hole, steaming the fish. 

 During the migratory fish runs, the Takelma set up temporary fishing camps.  Here, they would catch and dry 
fish for the permanent village.  There were many ways to catch the salmon.  

Fishing Weirs:  These dam-like wooden fence structures reached far out into the river.  Another weir was built on the 
other side of the river, almost bridging the two fences.  These fences reached all of the way to the river bottom.  The 
fish had to go through the middle of the weir.  The natives would place a large cone-shaped fish trap in between the 
two weirs.  The fish were forced into the trap.  They also threw a large net of  woven plant fiber in between the two 
weirs.  They attached floats to the top of the woven net and rock sinkers to the bottom of the net.  This floating sheet 
of net snared the fish coming up the river.  They tied a string of bones and horns across the top of the net.  This 
alerted the fisherman when he had fish in the net.  Sometimes, the men upstream from the weir would throw hot rocks 
into the water and drive the fish up into the weir. 

Fishing Weir 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 They used grass fishing line 
and bone hooks to catch the fish.   

Spears made of wood with rock 
spear points.   

  

Leisters looked like a spear, but 
had two prongs made from bone.  The 
prongs would grab and hold the fish to 
be hauled ashore.  

  

Harpoons helped bring in the fish.  These were much like the 
spears, but once they stabbed a 
fish, the bone spear point 
disconnected from the wooden 
handle and the connected rope 
tied to the spear point was then 
used to haul in the fish.    

Fish Traps:  These traps 

guided the fish into a trap made of woven 

wood.  The conical-shaped trap was outfitted 

with sharp stakes that would trap and kill the 

fish once it tried to swim back out. 

Fish Nets:  The hand-held nets were used to 

scoop out the fish while standing in the 

shallow river. 

The netting was made from plant fiber.  The 

Takelma rubbed iris, spruce root or Indian hemp back and forth on their thighs to 

make the rope.  It took them a year to make 15 feet of rope.  A good rope was very 

valuable. 

Fish Nets  

Fish Traps 

Fish Hooks  
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Canoe:  The Takelma used canoes when fishing.  They used the canoe with harpoons, spears, nets, and fish 

lines to haul in the fish.The Takelma made their canoes from a single pine, fir, or cottonwood tree.  They burned the tree 

off at just the right length for a canoe.  

They hollowed the inside of the log out by 

slowly burning it.  This also cured (dried 

out) the wood.  They coated all of the 

burned wood with pitch.  Any cracks were 

filled with hot pitch and rubbed smooth 

using a rock. 

 The Takelma used canoes to hunt 

at night.  They floated out over a deep 

fishing hole and shined a long torch out 

over the front of the boat.  The light attracted the salmon to the surface of the water.  A Takelma fisherman speared the 

fish and hauled it into the boat.  Women often went on these trips to hold the torches. 

 Children helped out during the heavy fish runs.  They waded out into the shallow part of the river and picked up 

salmon and carried them to the river bank.  A waiting adult clubbed the 

salmon using a fish club. 

 The Takelma also ate steelhead and trout.  They caught these fish 

the same ways they caught the salmon.  Sometimes the men went up 

river from the fishing spots to beat the water with brush.  This drove the 

fish into the area to be caught by nets, fish traps, or simply by a dip net. 

  

 The valley floor was full of white and black oak trees.  These trees 

provided the Takelma with their other main food source, the acorn.  Each 

fall, the women and children went out to collect the precious acorn.  The 

women had claims on certain oak trees and returned each year to harvest 

the acorns.  The women and children filled as many baskets as they 

Canoe & Paddles 

The less fortunate Takelma used a log raft. 
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could.  They harvested the acorns before they fell 

to the ground.  They shook the limbs to make the 

acorns fall into the baskets.   

 The women used burden baskets.  These 

baskets were strapped to their head so their 

hands were free to collect acorns, roots, and other 

plants. 

 Once the acorns were collected, they had 

to be cracked, peeled and ground into a fine meal.  

They ground the acorns by mashing them with 

large stone mortars and pestles. 

  Next, the Takelma washed the acorn meal.  This had to be done because 

acorns have bitter tannic acid that would make them sick.  Washing them gets rid 

of this acid.  This was done next to the river.  They made a small bed in the sand 

and lined it with leaves.  Next, they poured hot water 

over the meal until all of the tannic acid was washed 

away.   

 They ate the wet mush, dried it into flour, or formed it into dried cakes to use later.  

The Takelma kept baskets of this mush cooking at all times.  This was done by dropping hot 

rocks heated by a fire into the basket.  They added meat or fish to the mush to make soup.  

They also added berries or pine nuts and baked it into little cakes.  The acorn was a very 

valuable resource. 

 The Takelma didn’t grind and wash all of the acorns they gathered.  They stored them 

in baskets in their house, under rocks, and up in acorn trees on wooden platforms.  This way, they could use them 

whenever they needed. 
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 The camas bulb was the third main food source of the Takelma.  The camas bulb is the root end of a flower that 

grew naturally in the meadows.  The camas flower came in two colors: edible blue 

and poisonous white.  Like the acorn trees, the women often staked their claim to 

plants that only they could harvest.  

 The women used digging sticks to loosen the bulbs from the ground.  

These sticks were about 3 feet long with an antler handle.   The pointed end was 

very strong because it was hardened by holding it in the 

fire.  These digging sticks were very important and kept for 

the entire life of the woman. 

 The Takelma only ate the bulb of the plant.  They 

cooked it by digging a pit and lining it with rocks.  They 

filled the cracks in between the rocks with clay.  Next, they 

built a fire in the pit heating the rocks and hardening the 

clay creating an oven.  They took the fire and ash out and 

lined the hot rocks with leaves, moss, and alder bark.  The 

camas bulb was placed inside and then covered with more 

bark and moss.  Finally, a layer of dirt or sand was added 

to hold in the heat.  The camas bulb took an entire day and 

night to bake.  It came out like a roasted onion, but tasted 

very sweet. 

 The forest and meadows added meat to the Takelma’s diet.  The men of the Takelma hunted mainly deer and elk.  

They also hunted black bear, antelope, beaver, big horn sheep, squirrels, muskrat, rabbits, and gophers.  They were not 

as popular as the deer and elk.  The Takelma often killed a small animal, took out the innards and stuffed hot rocks into 

the body cavity.  This cooked the meat from the inside out.  After killing an animal, it was the Takelma ’s custom to take a 

bite out of the animal’s heart. 
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The Takelma used several methods in hunting.   

 Bow and Arrows:  Bow and arrows were used to take down 

small prey.  The Takelma bows were very valuable and passed down from 

father to son.  They were measured in length by how long the owner’s arm 

was.  The middle of the bow was about 1 1/2 inches wide and tapered 

down smaller at the ends.  The Takelma used the strong yew wood for the 

bow.  They made it even stronger by wrapping it with elk sinew.  They 

painted their bows red, white, and black.  The string of the bow was made 

from deer sinew.  Sinew is the tough, stringy tendon that connects the 

muscle to bone.   

 Unlike most tribes, the Takelma held their bows horizontally to their 

body instead of vertically.  The Takelma were excellent marksman with a 

bow and could easily hit their prey 50 feet away.   

 The arrows ranged in size depending on what they were trying to kill.  

They were also made of hard wood.  The Takelma smoothed and 

straightened the wood using a shaping rock.  It took them many hours to make them straight. 

 Since the arrows took so long to make, the Takelma made a special two-part arrow.  The front of the arrow was 

outfitted with a stone or bone arrow head.  Pushed inside of that arrow was the second arrow shaft with the feathers 

attached.  The feathers helped the arrow to fly straight.  If an animal was shot and took off, the second part of the arrow 

fell off and was left behind for the hunter to use again. 

 The arrows were kept in a quiver that hung by the hunter’s side.  The quiver was 

made from a small animal hide,  such as the fox, wildcat, and otter. 

 The bola was used for hunting deer.  It was made of two rocks, covered in fur 

and tied together by a thong.  A bola was thrown low at the deer’s feet, entangling and 

tripping the animal. 

 The most efficient way for the Takelma to hunt deer was by working together to 

herd the deer.  The Takelma made a fence enclosure with a gate.  Above the gate, 
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they hung a rope with big bones and antlers hanging down.  The men and dogs of the tribe began early in the morning 

chanting and making noises, driving the deer toward the enclosure.   Once enough deer were in the enclosure, they 

lowered the rope with the bones and antlers.  They shook the rope, rattling the bones, scaring the deer into the back of 

the pen.  The frightened deer ran into a snare at the back of the enclosure and were caught.  The hunters came in and 

clubbed them. 

 Dogs were kept by the Takelma as pets.  These dogs were tame and looked like wolves.  The dogs used in 

herding were very special and valuable to the tribe and often had special privileges and food. 

 Decoys and Whistles were used by the Takelma.  Hunters wore deer head hats when stalking the deer.  

They also used bird bones to make whistles to lure in the prey. 

 The forest and meadows not only provided the Takelma with meat, but added many berries and plants to their 

diet.  Each summer, temporary berry camps were set up in the forests and meadows.  The women and girls spent 

weeks collecting and storing a variety of berries.  They would pick wild blackberries, strawberries, thimbleberries, salal 

berries, madrone berries, Oregon Grape berries, raspberries and salmonberries.   
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The Takelma used a seed beater to help collect berries.  The seed beater would delicately knock the berries off into the 

waiting berry basket. 

 

 

 

 

 The Takelma collected and ate several types of plants.  The women took their digging sticks and collected skunk 

cabbage, wocas (lily pad), cattail, wapato, hazelnuts, mint, fiddle neck fern, dandelion and edible thistle.  The 

wocus was the root of a lily pad.  The women waded out into the water and picked these with their toes.  Wapato 

was like a potato.  The natives roasted, boiled, or steamed these vegetables.   

 The Takelma Tribe used several varieties of seeds that grew naturally in the meadows.  They collected and used 

wild wheat and wild rye grass.  They used winnowing trays to toss the seed gently into the air, knocking off their 

course hull.  Once only seeds were left on the tray, they ground them up to use later.  A mortar and pestle or a metate 

and mano were used to grind the seeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Takelma ate some interesting snacks.  They enjoyed crispy-cooked grasshoppers with their tail and legs 

removed and yellow jacket larvae.  They also ate the inner bark of some trees if they didn’t have anything else to eat. 
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 The clothing of the Takelma changed with the season and the climate.  During the 

summer, the women of the tribe wore a deerskin shirt and a wrap-around skirt that 

hung  down to their knees.  The skirt was made of deer skin, braided grass or woven 

cedar bark.  If they were very wealthy, they wore a deerskin dress that hung to their 

knees.  They wore woven basket caps on their heads.  During the winter, they wore the 

same deerskin clothes, but added fur capes, blankets, and robes for added warmth.  They wore moccasins to cover 

their feet.  When the weather got really cold, they stuffed their moccasins with grass. 

 The men wore a loincloth during the hot summers.  During the winter, they wore deerskin hide shirts with animal 

skin sleeves.  They wore the small animal skins turned inside out with the warm fur next to their skin.  They 

also wore deerskin pants and moccasins.  The men wore fur hats made from the deer heads or bear heads.  They left 

the ears on as decorations.  Like the women, the men added fur robes and blankets for added warmth.  In battle, the 

men wore very thick elk-hide shirts.  Over these sleeveless shirts they had a breast plate made of woven sticks.  

This armor was meant to protect them from enemy arrows.   

 Both men and women wore woven raingear during the rainy season.  They made bear claw snowshoes for 

traveling during the winter. 

 The clothes the women made used tanned animal skins.  These hides were sewn with or without the fur still 

attached.  They sewed them with sinew (thread) made from animal tendons.  They used needles made from a single 

bone or a hollow bird bone.  They used a sharp awl to punch holes in the hide 

so the needle and thread could go through. 

 The women made themselves beautiful basket hats.  These hats looked like 

an upside down bowl on top of their head.  They were woven with many different 

grasses and designs. 
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 For ceremonial dress, the Takelma added feathers, shells, nuts, and pieces of fur to their regular clothing.  They 

also wore fancy headbands.  The headbands were decorated with animal claws, bones, stones, and porcupine quills 

hanging down.  They painted their faces with red, white, and black paint.  The red was usually saved for the war dance. 

 The Takelma  women wore their long black hair in two pony tails.  They left the bangs in the front short.  The men 

in the tribe tied their long hair up on the top of their head, wrapped it in a bun and threaded the rest of the pony tail 

through the bun, hanging down their back. 

 Women wore permanent tattoos on their faces.  When they were young girls, they received a line from each 

corner of their mouth down to their chin.  One more line extended from the center of the bottom lip down to their chin.  

These three vertical lines were made using a needle, charcoal, and plant juice.  Girls without tattoos were considered to 

be “tomboys”. 

 The men also had a tattoo.  It was a simple line on their left forearm.  The length of the tattoo to his fingertips was 

used to measure strings of dentalium shells.  Dentalium shells were the shells that all Oregon Native Americans used for 

money.  The longer the strand of shells, the richer the person was.  The tattoo helped them have a “base” for what the 

shells were worth and were the same length on 

each man. 

 The Takelma pierced their children when 

they were young.  They put a hole through the 

center nose cartilage and through the ears.  They 

threaded buckskin thongs of  hanging shells and 

bone through the holes. 
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 The Takelma were known to be a very protective and powerful tribe.  Their enemies 

would come in to steal their food and take slaves.  The Takelma protected their tribe 

fiercely and only attacked another tribe in revenge. 

 The Takelma had two levels of society.  The first and highest level was the rich.  

These people lived in plank houses, owned a canoe, claimed many fishing and oak tree 

sites, and had many strings of dentalium shells.  This class included the two headmen.  The Takelma didn’t recognize a 

chief of the tribe.  These leaders were called headmen.  One headman was very brave and had proven himself in war.  

He was known as the “war headman.”  The other headman was the “peace headman.”  He was in charge of 

communicating with other tribes and settling disputes within his own tribe.  He acted as a judge to help people settle their 

problems.  He was also in charge of keeping and teaching all of the tribe’s legends. 

 The Takelma had other important jobs in the village besides that of the headman.  Another powerful person was 

the shaman or medicine man.  A boy or girl found out if he or she was to be a shaman on his or her spirit quest.   A spirit 

quest was when a person went out into the forest alone for many days.  They were not allowed to eat during this time.  

They could only pray and chant.  This is how they requested their spirit helper to show itself during a dream.   Once they 

had the dream showing their spirit helper, they went back to the village.  They had much to learn to finally become a 

shaman.  

 It was the shaman’s job to heal the sick, cure the lame, and dispose of “evil spirits.”  The shaman used known 

plants as cures.  This medicine was kept in a bag made from otter skin.  Often, the shaman was called upon to cure a 

person who had violated one of the many tribal customs.  The Takelma believed this is what caused them to be sick.  

The shaman was also called upon to retrieve a person’s escaped soul.  The Takelma believed an escaped soul caused a 

person to become suddenly ill, go insane, or to explain any other kind of emotional breakdown.   
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 Another important job was that of the “fire specialist”.  The Takelma used fire to control their environment.  The 

fire specialist knew all about what plants to burn, how to control the fire, and what effect the wind and weather would 

have on a controlled burn.  These are a few ways the Takelma used fire: 

 They started fires to drive deer into their deer enclosures. 

 They started fires around the camas bulb fields and oak tree groves to keep unwanted plants out.  This insured their 

food supply wasn’t taken over by other plants.  It also made gathering acorns easier. 

 They set fields of grass on fire in order to roast the grasshoppers and yellow jacket larvae.  They would then collect 

and eat these tasty snacks. 

 They burned the area around the village in the summertime.  This kept the snakes from coming down into their 

villages. 

 They started fires when their enemies were chasing them.  This covered their trail and allowed them to shoot arrows 

at them in the cover of the smoke. 

 They used fire to communicate.  Large fires were lit to let the tribe know an enemy was approaching.  A smaller fire 

was lit if a hunter killed a large animal.  This invited the tribe to come and feast on his kill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



21  

 The women of the tribe were in charge of collecting acorns, camas bulbs, berries, roots and greens.  They spent 

their winters making baskets.  These baskets were used for collecting the food.  They made cooking baskets that were 

waterproof and had hot stones dropped into them for cooking.   

 Women tanned animal skins.  These skins were taken as soon as the animal was killed.  They were staked out to 

dry and then they used stone or bone scrapers to scrape off the meat or hair of the animal.  They rubbed the animal’s 

brains into the hide to make it soft and pliable.  They smoked these hides to make them waterproof.   The hides 

were eventually ready to be cut and sewn into clothes or made into blankets or robes.  They made their children’s 

clothing out of the soft fawn skins. 

 The children of the tribe were very precious to the Takelma.  This was because only half of the children lived to 

be adults.  The girls of the tribe learned everything they needed to know from their mothers.  They went with them to 

learn to identify and gather all kinds of roots, berries and plants.  Meanwhile, the boys of the tribe were being taught how 

to hunt, make tools and fish by their fathers.  The boys used their small bow and arrows to kill animals.  They had to 

bring the animal back to the village and watch others eat his kill.  This was meant to teach the boy to put the tribe before 

himself.  A boy was considered to be a man once he killed his first big animal. 

 Girls, on the other hand, had a special ceremony to go through to be considered a woman.  The girl’s father 

invited everyone for a feast.   The first night the girl had to run around certain trees five times.  Five was the Takelma ’s 

special number. Everyone then danced in circles around her and sang and chanted, wishing her well in life.  At dawn, 

everyone went home.  For the next five days, the girl was not allowed to be seen by any men, slept only a few hours a 

night, and was not allowed to eat any meat or fish.  She worked constantly for those five days to keep her from 

becoming lazy.  Once the ceremony was over, she gave away all of her clothes and received her new woman clothes. 
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The Takelma were very superstitious and had many different beliefs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thunder Caused by a giant drumming raccoon.  The Takelma would pinch their dogs when 

it thundered.  This would cause the dogs to howl and hopefully scare the raccoon 

away. 

Lightening The raccoon’s campfire. 

Different phases of the moon A frog or lizard swallowing it. 

Hulun-wa-iwi A mermaid-like creature that lived in the Rogue River.  She would insult the men 

until they got so angry that they jumped in the river and drowned.  This was how 

they accounted for drownings. 

Yap!a daldi A Bigfoot-type character that roamed the woods.  He was thought to be a helper 

to the Takelma. 

Dini Dini Dwarfs that roamed the forest.  These dwarfs had super strength.  They, too, were 

thought to help the Takelma. 

Xilam t!egilixi The Takelma told their children that if they did not obey, these creatures would 

come and “roll skulls of dead people” at them. 

The screech of an owl Promise of killing a deer the next day. 

Hummingbirds A messenger for shamans. 

A sneeze Someone in a distant land was mentioning your name. 

A black-striped snake crosses your path He must be killed or someone in your family will die. 

Hear an eagle’s cry Someone would be killed by an arrow. 

A hiccup Meant the person was telling a lie. 

If you told a child a legend in the daytime. The child’s ears would grow very long. 
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 The wintertime brought tool-making, basket weaving, storytelling, singing, 

dancing, playing games and gambling.  The natives ate their stores of food and 

spent time indoors out of the cold.    

  

“Shinny” was probably the Takelma’s favorite game.  This game was played like our modern-day game of Lacrosse.  It 

was played using a wooden ball and some sticks or poles used to catch and throw the ball.  Two teams threw the ball 

back and forth until they could throw it through the goal at the end of the playing field.  The goal was usually twigs stuck 

in the ground. 

 The Takelma also had a game like our modern-day golf.  They used small rocks for balls and rolled the balls into 

holes rather than hit them with a club or stick. 

 Another popular game with the Takelma was called “Lahal.”  This game was played with four people in two teams 

of two.  It was a basic game of “The Shell Game.”  Teammates passed two bones back and forth, trying to conceal who 

had which token.  One of the bones was white and the other black, or one plain and one decorated.  The two players 

held out their fists concealing the hidden bones and the opposing team would try to guess which hands held the bones. 

 Boys enjoyed a game of “Hoop and Pole.”  The boys would roll a hoop that measured about 12 inches in 

diameter across a field.  The two teams of boys scored points for being able to shoot arrows through the moving hoop. 

 Many other games were also enjoyed.  These contests included practicing all of the skills the Takelma valued, 

such as hunting, foot races, canoeing, and tug of war. 
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Oregon Native American Tribe Climate 
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Klamath 
 

 

 

 The Klamath Native American Tribe lived in the Klamath Lake culture area.  This area 

included Klamath Lake and Klamath Marsh, as well as the Williamson and Sprague Rivers.  

The Modoc Native Americans were a close neighbor of the Klamath.  Both tribes lived in 

current-day Oregon and California.  The Klamath shared many things in common with their neighbors but had several 

distinctions that set them apart. 

 The Klamath Lake culture area included marshes, open water, grassy meadows, pine forests with mixed conifer 

trees, sagebrush, and rocky cliffs.  The Klamath lived through extreme seasons.  Unlike other parts of Oregon that 

have mild weather, winters here are cold and summers are hot.  While the area does not receive much rain, snowfall 

averages 35 inches per year.  

 The Klamath spent most of the year at their permanent village sites near rivers or marshes.  Villages were 

located on Klamath Marsh, Agency Lake, Upper Klamath Lake, the Link River, and the Williamson River.   Rivers and 

marshes were important because they provided food year round.   
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 The Klamath lived in permanent earth-covered lodges during the winter.  A circular 

hole was dug about two to six feet deep.  Once the hole was dug, the men used forked poles to 

create a frame.  The rectangular framework was then covered with tule (“too-lee”) mats and 

dirt to create a dome.  People entered the lodge by a ladder that led to a hole in the roof.  A fire 

was built in the middle of the lodge and one to eight families lived around it. 

Klamath Earth-Covered Lodge 

 A typical Klamath lodge was dimly lit.  There were stacks of firewood and an 

area for storing food and gear.  Dried fish and roots hung from the rafters.  The floor 

was covered with tule mats.  Beds were next to the walls and were made by laying 

tule mats over grass.  Blankets were made of tule or cattail. 

 Smaller versions of the lodge were built next to homes.  These were used for 

cooking and food storage.  The Klamath surrounded food storage pits with stinky 

plants to keep animals from getting in.   

   Lodges were often taken down in the 

spring because they were waterlogged with 

melted snow.  They were rebuilt in the fall.   

 During the summer months, the Klamath 

lived in mat houses made from tule. 
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 The Klamath were hunter-gatherers.  Rivers, lakes, marshes, forests, and meadows  

provided them with a variety of foods.  Men were responsible for hunting and fishing.  Women did 

some fishing but mostly gathered fruits, berries, roots and seeds.   From the time they were 

babies, Klamath boys and girls were taught the ways of hunting, gathering, and 

preserving food. 

 Plants were the Klamath’s main food source.  The summer months, from 

March to October, were spent moving around the Klamath Lake area harvesting 

plants, seeds, roots, nuts and berries.  Women collected wild potato, 

arrowroot, sego lily, cattail and a variety of berries.  Some of the berries 

women collected were blackberries, huckleberries, serviceberries, chokecherries 

and currants.  Plants were not just for eating.  Klamath women were experts on 

plants and used them for teas, medicines, dyes, insect repellent and for their 

fibers. 

 Two of the most important foods for the Klamath were camas and wokas 

seed.  Camas, the root of a wild lily, was collected for winter storage.  This 

root looks like an onion but does not taste like an onion.  Women roasted camas 

in underground ovens before storing it.  The 

wokas seed comes from the tule plant.  This 

water lily grows 1-3 meters tall.  It has grass-

like leaves and pale brown flowers.  Klamath 

women in canoes collected wokas from the 

water with a scoop made of tule.  Wokas was 

eaten dry or made into a mush.  Wokas pops 

when roasted and tastes a lot like popcorn. 

Food 
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Women ground seeds and nuts with the stone 

metate and mano as well as the mortar and 

pestle. 

Women gathered berries, nuts, seeds and plants 

in the berry basket and burden basket.  The bur-

den basket strap rested on their foreheads and 

the basket hung on their back. 

Women used the winnowing tray and seed beater 

to separate seeds from their husks. 

Digging sticks were made from hardwood and 

used to dig up roots.  The handles were made of 

stone, antler, or wood.  The Klamath tribe called 

them an Umda. 

Water baskets were made of tightly woven 

coils. 

Mortar & Pestle 

Stone Metate & Mano 

Berry Basket 

 

 

Burden Basket 

Water  

Basket 

             Seed Beater 

Winnowing Tray 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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 Game, waterfowl, and fish supplemented the Klamath diet.  Men were responsible for 

hunting and fishing.  They caught  chub, trout, salmon, and sucker fish from the rivers and lakes.  

They usually caught these fish in nets.  Men attached floats to the top of a net and sinkers to the 

bottom.  When stretched across a river, this net created a wall for fish to run into.  Two-pronged 

harpoons were also used to catch fish but were less common than nets.   

 Large game, most often deer and elk, were killed with a bow and arrow.  The Klamath also 

killed deer by driving them into water where women waited in canoes and killed them.  Rodents 

like squirrels and rabbits were hunted, too.  Birds and waterfowl were captured in nets.   Men 

drove waterfowl, such as wild geese and ducks, into nets.  They made duck decoys by stuffing 

duck skin with tule plants. 

 Fish and meat  were roasted or boiled for eating right away.  To boil foods, hot stones from 

the fire were placed in baskets full of stew or soup.  These cooking baskets were watertight.  

Meats were dried in the sun to preserve for winter storage.  The Klamath did not smoke their 

meats.    

 Canoes were important for travel, fishing, hunting and gathering.  Most canoes were 

dugout from harvested red fir logs.   Canoes were propelled by paddling or pushing off with 

a pole on the lake bottom.  Canoes could be made of tule plants, but these were much less 

durable. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men used a spear in  shallow 

water to pin fish to the bot-

tom until they were dead. 

Harpoons had detachable 

points. 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 
Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

Spears 
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Different types of fishing nets 

were used for catching differ-

ent species of fish. 

Men and women used canoe 

poles and paddles to move 

around lakes and rivers. 

Dugout canoes were made 

from fallen logs. 

Tule canoes were easy to 

make but did not last long. 

Bow, arrows, and quiver 

were used for hunting large 

game and rodents. 

 

Tule Boats 

Quiver with Bow and 

Arrows 

Canoe    

Paddle 

Shovelnose Canoe 

Canoe Poles 

Fish Nets 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 
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 Klamath men and women wore fringed skirts during the warm 

months.  Tule fibers were hung from a belt.  Belts were  made of either tule 

or animal skin.  Men’s skirts were above the knee.  Women’s skirts were 

below the knee.  The Klamath added more clothes during the winter.  Men 

and women wore leggings made of tule fibers, fur mittens, and tule sandals stuffed with grass. 

 Men and women wore their hair in braids.   Men often wrapped strips of otter fur into their 

braids.  Men and women wore necklaces made of shells and stone beads.  They also had dentalium 

shells pierced through their noses.  The Klamath got shell decorations by trading with tribes from 

other regions.  Many Klamath men and women had tattoos all over their bodies.  They made tattoos 

by rubbing charcoal into cuts made on their skin. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Clothing 

Northwestern University Library,  

Northwestern University Library, Edward S. Curtis 

Northwestern University Library,  
Curtis, Edwards S., 1868-1952 Library of Congress Curtis, Edwards S., 1868-1952 Library of Congress 

Hat Made of Tule 

Fringed Shirt and Leggings 
Klamath Chief at Crater Lake Klamath Headdress 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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 The Klamath village was made up of related males.  Women joined their husband’s village 

when they married.  Men met their wives when traveling for trade.  Wives came from other tribes 

such as the Modoc, Molala, Shasta and Paiute.  A typical village had a number of households.  

Each household was made of several families.    

 Usually, the wealthiest man was considered the leader of a village.  All leadership roles were filled by the most 

qualified people.  Men and women with strong spirit powers were known as 

shamans.  The shamans were highly respected healers and ceremonial 

leaders.  Shamans cured diseases and healed wounds. 

 The Klamath captured slaves from other tribes in order to trade them.  

Some Klamath men traveled north to trade with tribes on the Columbia River. 

 When a Klamath boy was ready to become a man, he was sent on a 

power-quest.  He traveled alone to sacred places in the mountains or to 

certain lakes or rivers.  He would not eat during the power-quest.  He ran, 

swam, and piled stones until he fainted.  When the boy awoke he would hear 

the song of his power.  This power usually was in the form of an animal that 

would serve as the boy’s guardian spirit.  Guardian spirits brought luck, 

strength and protection. 

 

 When a Klamath girl was ready to become a woman, she was sent to 
sleep away from her family.  She would awake to hear the song of her power.   
If a boy or girl received a strong spirit power, they would become a shaman. 
  

  

   

 
    

Klamath Culture 

Piled Stones 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 

© Sarah Hamby, 2008 
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 The first game or fish that a boy caught was not 

eaten.  The first root gathered by a girl was not eaten.  

Instead, this food was disposed of in a ceremony.  These 

ceremonies were held to make sure that food would be 

plentiful.   

 

 The Klamath believed that all things had a spirit 

power.    They believed that plants, animals, and forces of 

nature have spirits.  They respected nature.  Older tribe 

members told many stories, often involving the coyote, 

which taught children to respect nature and its spirits. 

 

 The Klamath used sweat lodges to purify their spirit 

and to pray.   These structures were small and round and 

could fit only a few individuals.  Hot stones were placed in 

water to create a steam bath.   

 

 Storytelling was an important event for the Klamath, especially during winter.  Klamath myths taught children 

lessons and morals.  The trickster coyote was part of many stories.  These myths also explained events in nature. 

 

Coyote 



   

Northern Paiute  
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Cultural Areas of Oregon 

Northern 

Paiute 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Jay Forrest Penniman, cartographer. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Oregon Native American Tribe Climate 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 © Anna Meunier, 2008 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Northern Paiute 
 

 

 The Northern Paiute Native American Tribe lived in the Great Basin culture area.  This was 

the largest of all areas.  This area is known today as the southeastern quarter of Oregon.  The 

Great Basin is a hot, dry land with just a few creeks and rivers.  There are two main lakes that  are 

located at the foot of the Steens mountains: Malheur Lake and Harney Lake. 

 When white men first met tribes of the Great Basin, they named these people Paiute or Shoshoni.  These tribes 

did not call themselves Paiute or Shoshoni.  Some named themselves after the food they ate.  Some examples of tribe 

names are Salmon Eaters, Pine Nut Eaters, or White Knives.  Each group lived differently, but they also had a lot in 

common with their neighbors.  Northern Paiute  is one of the larger and better-known tribes. 

 The climate of the Great Basin is harsh.  Winters are cold with abundant snow.  Summers can be extremely hot.  

The landscape is made of vast open desert and 

high ridges.  The Northern Paiute had to learn to 

live with little water. They were semi-nomadic.  

This means they moved from place to place as 

the seasons changed.  They used up the food 

supply at each stop and had to move on again. 

 Since food was scarce, the Northern 

Paiute did not have permanent homes.  They 

built homes that were easy to move.  Groups of 

five families or less traveled together.  These 

groups were related by blood or marriage.  They 

traveled on foot or by water and carried their 

belongings in baskets on their backs.  The same 

groups often came back to a common location 

in winter.    

  Larry Walker , 1986  

Alvord Desert with the Steen Mountains 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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 Willow-frame houses were used in summer and winter.  These houses were easy to 

build and were also called wickiups (“wick-ee-ups”). Willow poles were bent together and 

fastened at the top with strips of sage bark.  A hole was left in the top to let smoke out.  Reeds and 

bunches of  tule (“too-lee”) plants covered the house.  Mats were sometimes placed on the inside and outside of 

the frame to insulate it.  This protected against cold weather.  These shelters were so tightly covered that they were wind

-resistant and waterproof.  Once a willow-frame house was built, dirt and rocks were placed around the outside.  A tule 

mat hatch allowed family members to get in and out. Willow-frame houses were small and only held one or two families. 

The structures were usually 10-15 feet in diameter. The Northern Paiute built a new home each winter.   

 Summer shelters were built wherever 

Northern Paiute groups happened to camp.  

They sometimes made a simple shelter of four 

willow poles with only a roof for shade.  This way 

a breeze could blow through.  The roof was 

made of tule mats.   

 The Northern Paiute built Men’s Houses 

(sweat houses).  Women did not go in these 

houses.  A big fire was built in the middle and the 

door was closed until the 

temperature was too hot 

to handle.  Then the men 

ran out and plunged into 

cold water.   

 

 

Northern Paiute Wickiups 

Willow –Frame 
House 

(Wickiup) 

Tule was 

used to 

make 

the   

willow- 

frame 

house. 

 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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A Willow Frame of a Wickiup  

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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 The Northern Paiute relied on game and certain plants 

for food.  These resources were scattered all over the 

countryside.  The Northern Paiute knew exactly when certain 

plants would ripen and when animals would be fattest.  They knew when fish would 

spawn.  The Northern Paiute moved with the seasons and worked constantly.  The 

women gathered vegetables.  Men did the hunting and fishing.  The types of food that 

the Northern Paiute ate can be divided by the seasons when they were available. 

SPRING: Spring time was spent on flat ridges where men fished and   

  hunted and women used digging sticks to collect onion roots, biscuit 

  root, bitter root, spring greens and camas bulbs.  Pits were built in 

  the ground to bake camas over hot stones.  Berries were dried in the 

  sun to store for winter. Dried chokecherries were pounded into a paste 

  and molded into cakes.   During winter, these cakes could be ground 

  into flour and mixed with other foods.  Tea was made from    

  chokecherries, wild rose stems, mint, and Mormon tea.   

SUMMER: The summers were spent in forested areas collecting huckleberries, 

  wild plums, chokecherries, and fish.  Crickets came out in swarms, 

  and women collected them in handfuls from the grass.  Live crickets 

  were dumped onto hot coals and eaten.  Some were saved for winter.  

  They also collected ants and insect larvae.  Ants were dried and ground 

  into flour.   

 

  

 

Food  

Wild Onion 

Cricket 

Ant 

 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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FALL:  Fall was the time for the last of the hunting and gathering food to store for the winter. Seed-gathering time 

  was the most important season of all.  Wild seeds such as sunflower, pigweed, clover, cress, marigold, 

  and primrose were collected.  Women hit plants with seed-beaters to knock the seeds into baskets.  

  Roasted seeds were then ground up into flour.  This flour was made into gruel, the Northern Paiutes’ main 

  food.  The entire family went to harvest pine nuts.  Pine cones were roasted or dried in the sun and then 

  hit to knock the seeds out.  Many Northern Paiutes had their own groves of pine trees where other families 

  were not allowed to harvest.  Pine nuts were very important for winter storage. 

WINTER: The women finished gathering and preserving food by winter.  During winter, they sat down to do  

  handiwork such as making baskets and sewing clothes. Men did most of their hunting in the winter.  They 

  placed nooses and traps where they knew rabbits and birds would be.  Men worked together to string  

  nets across land where rabbits came to feed.  The rabbits’ heads and long ears were caught in the net.  

  Men in rafts scared geese back to the shore where others hit them with sticks. Small creatures like ground 

  squirrels were chased into their holes and then stuck with a stick and pulled out.   

 Large game like deer, elk, mountains sheep, and antelope were so important that ceremonies were held 

before the hunt began. One way to catch large game was by digging holes and then covering them with pine boughs.  

The animals would not notice the hole and would fall in.  Deer and antelope were also driven over cliffs and chased into 

corrals.   

 Rivers, lakes, and streams provided waterfowl, edible plants, fresh water mussels, suckerfish, salmon, and trout.  

Fish were caught in nets or scooped up with baskets.  Men also stabbed them with three-pronged spears.  

Squirrel Antelope Geese Pine Cone      Rabbit 
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Tule boats and rafts were used for fishing and killing 

water birds.  The tule boat did not last for long. 

Fish Nets and Traps 

Spear 

Tule Boat 

Raft 

Raft and Boat Poles 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Quiver with Bow and Arrows 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Baskets were used for 

carrying nuts, seeds, and 

plants.   

Digging sticks made of   

mahogany or antlers were 

used to gather bulbs.   

The metate and mano were 

used for grinding.       

Baskets were made water-

tight by covering them with 

pitch.                       

A winnowing tray was used 

to  separate seeds from 

their husks. 

Woven water bottles were 

used for carrying water.  

They were woven from     

willow and used pine resin 

to make them watertight. 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Hopper and Metate 

Water Basket 

Burden     

Basket 

Digging 

Stick Winnowing Tray 

Seed Beater 

Metate and Mano 

Two-Horned Mano 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Northern Paiute Fishing 

Edward S. Curtis, Library of Congress 
Edward S. Curtis, Library of Congress 
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 Northern Paiute foods were boiled by placing hot stones in watertight baskets.  Foods were roasted by tossing 

them in large baskets along with hot stones.  Fish and other meats were roasted on sticks next to the fire or laid on hot 

ashes.  Water was carried in woven baskets covered with pitch. 

 Women did all of the weaving.  Grasses, twigs and weeds were used to make baskets and other tools.  Smooth 

peeled twigs of willow were twined together to make utensils, clothes, and furniture.  Layers of willow shoots and grasses 

were twined together to make cradle-boards.   

 Men created string and rope from sage bark.  This string and rope was used to make traps and nets.  Arrows were 

made of willow and feathers were attached to identify who they belonged to.  Since they could no longer hunt, old men 

spent their time weaving rabbit skins into blankets . 

Northern Paiute Woman with a      

Willow Shoot and Grass             

Cradleboard. 

Their cradleboards were called hupe 

(hoop). 

Denver Public Library 
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 Clothing materials were scarce.  The Northern 

Paiute killed very few deer or fur-bearing animals.  They 

were able to use rabbit fur to make many important items.  Fifty rabbit pelts were 

necessary to make one robe!  They would also use Rabbit pelts woven together 

to make blankets to use at night.  Each person would need his or her own 

blanket to use during the long harsh winters. 

 What would they wear to live in such a harsh environment?  Tanned elk 

hide, deer skins, and sage brush.  Women dampened sage brush bark and 

pounded it until it formed strings.  This string was then woven into skirts, basket 

hats, blankets,  and sandals. 

 Men wore a buckskin breechcloth.  Women wore sage bark fringe skirts.  

The Northern Paiute traveled a lot so they had to wear something on their feet.  

Sandals were made of sage bark.  Both men and women wore their hair in 

two long braids tied together in the back.  Women wore a basket hat to protect 

their foreheads from the burden basket strap.  Men wore fur caps.  Women tattooed their chins with up and down marks.  

This was considered beautiful.  They rubbed red paint along the part of their hair.  Men and 

women rubbed red and yellow clay on their faces for special occasions.  Both men and women 

wore necklaces and earrings made of bones, hoofs, and animal toes. 

 Northern Paiute babies wore a sage bark diaper and were wrapped in a rabbit-skin 

blanket.  The grandmother made the baby a cradleboard and then several more as it outgrew 

them.  Babies stayed in cradleboards until they could walk.  Mothers took their babies with them 

when they gathered food. 

 

Burden Basket 

 

Clothing 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 

Men wore special         

snowshoes in the winter. 
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Northern Paiute Women  

Denver Public Library 

Denver Public Library 

Denver Public Library 

Denver Public Library 

Clothing of the Northern Paiute 

Northern Paiute 

Man and Boy 

Captain John  

Northern Paiute Men 
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 The Northern Paiute lived in bands of five or less families that were related by blood or mar-

riage.  Each band had its own roaming ground.  Crossing into another band’s roaming ground was 

allowed.  Individual families left permanent villages in search of food.  Families would join together 

in meeting places to hunt antelope and rabbit.   

 A number of families met each autumn to hunt antelope.  

This was one of the only times they had to play games, make  

music, and dance.  The men enjoyed gambling and guessing 

games.  Young men played a game similar to soccer with a ball 

made of hair.  Old men made music with rattles and clappers 

while younger people danced. 

 Since the Northern Paiute traveled so much, there was 

no need for a formal government.  Bands did not have chiefs.  

Instead, they had a headman who acted like a father and advi-

sor.  He told his people where to hunt.  He did not have power 

to punish or command others in his band.  The Northern Paiute 

treated one another as friends.  They very rarely engaged in 

warfare. 

 Around the age of nine, Northern Paiute children began 

to have magical dreams.  These dreams would decide their fu-

ture.  Magic beings would come to men in their dreams in the 

form of animals.  These animals would show them how to do 

things like run fast and hide in the rocks.  Not every man had 

these powers.  Most of the Northern Paiute were too busy sur-

viving to bother with these mysteries.  The men who did have 

these powers were medicine men. 

Northern Paiute Culture 

Antelope hunts brought people together during the autumn. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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 When boys were about 14 years old, they were expected to behave like men.  To prepare for this time, they 

sometimes ran as far as they could uphill to gain strength.  They took cold baths and asked the powers to help.  Girls 

also came of age around 14.  They were also told to run far and fast so they would become good food gatherers.   

 Parents chose wives and husbands for their children.  The wedding tradition was for both sets of parents to give 

each other gifts.  Once married, a couple joined the wife’s family.  After a year or so, the married couple would start 

their own home. 

 The Northern Paiute believed in the spirit world.  They believed that land, fish, plants and animals were spirits 

that could bring good and bad power.  Northern Paiute tales explain that two animals created the earth—wolf and coy-

ote.  Wolf and coyote were considered the most clever of animals. 

  

  

The Northern    

Paiute believed the 

wolf was the good 

power who always 

tried to help man. 

The Northern    

Paiute believed that 

the coyote was the 

mischievous power 

who always tried to   

upset the wolf’s 

plans. 
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Nez Perce 
Marc Shandro 
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Cultural Areas of Oregon Nez 

Percé 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Jay Forest Penniman,cartographer. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Oregon Native American Tribe Climate 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 © Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Nez Perce 
 

 

 The Nez Perce Native American Tribe lived in the Plateau culture area.  The Plateau is a 

large area with different landscapes and climates.  The Plateau has deserts as well as forested 

uplands.  Temperatures are extreme in the Plateau area.  The Nez Perce lived in the northeast 

corner of present-day Oregon.  This area had a lot of sagebrush and grass.   There was little rain, 

however, and cold winds often blew through the area. 

 The Nez Perce were unlike other Oregon tribes because they traveled over the Rocky Mountains each year to 

hunt buffalo.  They were able to travel long distances to hunt and trade because they had horses.  The Plateau is the only 

culture area in Oregon where horses were common before white explorers introduced them.  Other tribes in the Plateau 

culture area were the Walla Walla, Yakima, Flathead, Umatilla, Tenino, Cayuse, Spokane, Colville and Cowlitz.  The Nez 

Perce had a lot in common with their neighbors but also had distinctive traditions that set them apart. 

  

  

Library of Congress 

Library of Congress Library of Congress 

Nez Perce Territory 

Northeast Corner of Oregon 
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 Nez Perce villages were settled next to rivers, where a group claimed fishing rights.  Many villages were along the 

Snake River and Salmon River.  The Nez Perce lived in permanent winter villages in the Wallowa Valley of Oregon.  They 

also lived in parts of Idaho and Washington.   

Library of Congress 

Nez Perce men along the Snake River. 
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Nez Perce Long Mat Houses 
  

 

 The best place to build a village was next to a river where the Nez Perce would be sheltered 

from the wind and have a source of driftwood.  Nez Perce shelters were long mat houses in the 

shape of an upside down “V”.  An opening at the peak of the home allowed smoke to get out and 

light to get in.  The framework was covered with woven grass or bark mats.  Dirt was piled up at the 

bottom of the long house for added insulation.  These houses were 15-30 feet wide and could be 

up to 150 feet long, but most were between 20 and 70 feet long.  There were usually several doors along the length of 

the longhouse.  Each house was occupied by several families.   One fire was built inside the house for every two 

families.  These two families shared the fire that was between them.  Two or three of these long houses could hold 

several hundred people. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library of Congress 

Nez Perce Long Mat House  

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 Once the tipi (tee-pee) was introduced, the long house became less popular.  A tipi was made of twelve 

wood poles that were covered with grass mats.  In the 18th century, grass mats were replaced with bison skin.  The Nez 

Perce learned to make tipis from the Plains Indians whom they had met while hunting buffalo.  Each spring when the Nez 

Perce traveled over the Rocky Mountains to hunt buffalo, they could easily take their tipis down and travel with them. 

Edward S. Curtis, Library of Congress 

Grass Mat Tipi 

Edward S. Curtis, Library of Congress 

Bison Skin Tipi 

Nez Perce Tipi 
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 The Nez Perce traveled according to the seasons to gather, hunt and prepare food.  In the 

spring, women collected roots from the valleys.  They used digging sticks to gather camas bulbs, 

bitterroot, wild carrot, wild onion, wild potato, celery, sunflower roots, and kous (similar to a 

parsnip).  They often roasted, boiled, or baked these roots in cooking pits.  They also dried and 

stored these roots to eat in the winter.   

 In late summer, women left the heat of the valley to collect berries in the mountain meadows.  Large amounts of 

huckleberries were gathered and dried.  Women also gathered salal berries, rose hips, huckleberries, 

serviceberries, gooseberries, hawthornberries, thornberries, currants, elderberries, chokecherries, blackberries, 

raspberries and wild strawberries.  They also collected sunflower seeds, hazelnuts, and pine seeds from the 

ponderosa pine trees. 
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Baskets were used 

for carrying nuts, 

seeds, and plants.   

Digging sticks were 

used to gather bulbs.   

The metate and mano 

were used for grinding.   

A winnowing tray was 

used to separate 

seeds from their 

husks. 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Hopper and Metate 

Water Basket 

Burden     

Basket 

Digging 

Stick 
Winnowing Tray 

Seed Beater 

Metate and Mano 

Two-Horned Mano 

Berry Basket 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 

 Men traveled to rivers to fish for salmon, trout, Pacific Lamprey eels, and freshwater mussels in the spring.  

They dipped nets into the water or used spears to fish.  Fish were then dried for winter storage.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Edward S. Curtis, Library of Congress 

Salmon 

Library of Congress 

Fish Nets 

Shovelnose Canoe 

Canoe Paddles 
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Deer Elk 

Bison Badger 

Nez Perce Used Horses to Hunt 

 Early spring was also hunting time.  Unlike other tribes in Oregon,  the Nez Perce had horses.  This meant they 

could rely more on hunting for food.  Horses allowed them to travel over the Rocky Mountains to hunt bison.  Hunting 

large game like deer, elk, moose, antelope, bear, big-horned sheep, and goats was much easier with horses.  

Sometimes herds of elk or deer were herded into rivers then shot with bow and arrows from canoe or horseback.   The 

Nez Perce also hunted small game like rabbits, marmots, badgers, and squirrels when necessary.  They  hunted ducks, 

geese, ruffed grouse, and sage hens as well.  Late summer brought more runs of salmon and steelhead.   

Edward S. Curtis, Library of Congress 

Quiver with Bow and Arrows 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Library of Congress 

  Deer, elk and bison were not just important for their meat.  They were also valued for their skins.  Skins 

were soaked in a solution of deer brains and sturgeon heads to soften them.  Next, they were carefully scraped and 

stretched.  Finally, they were cut and sewn for clothing. 

 Fall was spent preparing food for winter storage.  During the winter, men and women spent their time doing 

handiwork.  They repaired tools, made tools, and held ceremonies. 

Library of Congress 

Library of Congress 

Nez Perce Tipis in Winter 
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Nez Perce Horses 

 The Nez Perce got horses around 1730. Their 

neighbors, the Shoshone, traded horses to them.  The  

Shoshones got horses from Spanish settlers in New     

Mexico.   

 The Nez Perce bred huge herds of horses.  They 

crossbred horses to improve their stock.  They developed 

the famous Appaloosa horse. Wealth was measured by the 

number of horses one had.  Men traded horses and gave 

them as marriage gifts.  Horses were their most important 

trade good. 

 The Nez Perce also used their horses to make     

annual trips over the Rocky Mountains.  They hunted bison  

with the Native Americans of Montana.  Bison were killed 

with spears.  The  Nez Perce brought very little bison meat 

back to Oregon with them. 

 Trading was the most important part of their 

trips over the Rocky Mountains.  Horses allowed the Nez 

Perce to contact other tribes for trade.  The Nez Perce be-

gan to share customs with the new  tribes they met.  They 

made friendly contact and shared ideas with the Yakima, 

Coeur d’Alene, and Flathead tribes.  They made hostile 

contact with the Blackfoot and Paiute tribes.   The Nez 

Perce learned to make tipis and feather bonnets from the 

Plains tribes they encountered.   

  

  

Horses could pull a travois loaded with goods.     

This made travel easy for the Nez Perce. 

Edward S. Curtis, Library of Congress 

Travois 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 Nez Perce men and women wore clothes made of 

deer, elk, and bison skin.  They took pride in their 

clothes and spent time keeping them very clean.  Clothes 

were often decorated with fringe, paint, beads, and porcu-

pine quills.  The Nez Perce traveled to The Dalles to 

trade with coastal tribes each year.  There, they traded for shells, which were used 

for jewelry and decorating their clothing. 

 Men wore long buckskin shirts, leggings, 

belts, breechcloth, and moccasins.  In cold 

weather, they wore bison skin robes.  Women wore 

long buckskin dresses, corn husk hats, and knee-

high moccasins.  Men and women painted their 

faces for certain ceremonies. 

Nez Perce men   

copied the style of 

Plains Indians they 

met while on bison 

hunts.  They learned 

to make feathered 

bonnets.  

Clothing 

Porcupine quills decorated 

Nez Perce clothing. 
Edward S. Curtis, Library of Congress 

Edward S. Curtis, Library of Congress 

Library of Congress 

Chief Joseph wearing  a             

ceremonial feathered bonnet.  The 

beads, shirt, and vest  were        

purchased from white settlers.   

Chief Joseph 
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 Nez Perce women were famous for the corn husk 

bags they made.  These bags were decorated with 

geometric designs made by dying corn husks.  These bags 

carried food.  They were almost as important as the horse for 

trading.  The Nez Perce women also made the folding 

container called a parfleche.  This was made by folding hide, 

similar to an envelope.  Parfleches were hung from saddles 

and used for carrying food and clothing.  Parfleches were 

decorated and often packed with wedding gifts and given to a 

bride’s family. 

 

  

 

    
University of Washington Libraries 

A Nez Perce Woman in Ceremonial 

Dress Holds a Corn Husk Bag. 

 

A Nez Perce  Parfleche 
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 The Nez Perce lived in bands 

that had their own territory.  Each 

band was made up of smaller 

villages.  Several related families 

lived in each village.  These bands 

and villages got their names from the river they lived near.  

Two to three homes in a village could hold several hundred 

people. 

 Villages were led by a chief.  The chief was an older 

man who had earned respect for his great 

accomplishments.  The chief was responsible for the well-

being of his village.  The chief led by example.  Other 

qualified men were temporarily in charge for war or major 

hunting trips.  War parties raided hostile neighbors for their 

horses.  

 Village chiefs came together as a council for their 

band.  The chief from the largest village led the band 

council.  Important warriors were also part of the council.  

Councils made major decisions for villages.  

 The Nez Perce rarely took slaves.  There were no 

social classes.  To be a good person, the Nez Perce 

believed one should share food, tools, and services as 

signs of respect.  They often shared and traded with 

relatives and friends. 

  

Nez Perce Culture 

Activities in a Nez Perce village changed with the   

seasons.  This diagram shows what the Nez Perce 

people were doing throughout the year. 

Library of Congress 

 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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 Children went on a spirit power search to become adults.  They did not eat and did difficult exercise until a spirit 

came to them.  This spirit usually was in the form of an animal.  This spirit would be their lifelong helper.  Those who saw 

many spirits became shamans.  Shamans were healers and ceremonial leaders. 

 Girls were married once they were old enough to have  children.  When a boy liked a girl, he sent an older female 

relative of his to talk to the girl.  That female relative would then live with the girl for a while to see if she was good 

enough to marry.  A gift exchange between the bride’s and groom’s parents meant that they were married. 

 The Nez Perce believed that all things had a spirit power.  They believed that plants, animals, and forces of nature 

had spirits.  They respected nature.  Older tribe members told many stories, often involving the coyote, which taught 

children to respect nature and its spirits. 

 Coyote 



 

Lesson Objectives Lesson Plan Materials: 
 

Teaching Tip Curriculum 
Integration 

9 Research to 
create a model 
displaying the 
environment, 
food, clothing, 
shelter, tools, 
and 
transportation 
for their 
chosen tribe. 

The day before constructing the Native American Environments:  
 
Review the letter of supplies needed.  
 
Set up a table with the supplies you have collected so students have 
an idea of what to bring.  (See photos on  next page) 
 
Brainstorm ways to make the items needed in the environment, such 
as use acorn tops as woven bowls, use a small stick and a rubber band 
to make a bow, etc. 
 
Review sample pictures (TE#2) from previous lessons pointing out 
materials brought and used by previous students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Set up tables 
of supplies 
 
Extra copies of 
letter for 
students who 
need it. 
(WS#11 – See 
Lesson 5) 
 
 
Sample 
Environment 
photos 
(TE#2) 

Have extra box 
lids saved for 
students who do 
not bring one. 
 
No toys, plastic 
animals, 
“Legos”, dolls, 
etc. allowed.  No 
people figures 
allowed either, 
students spend 
too much time 
trying to make 
them. 
 

 

Northern Hemisphere Northern Hemisphere 



 

 

 

Sample Supplies 

Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 
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Lesson Objectives Lesson Plan Materials: 
 

Teaching Tip Curriculum 
Integration 

10 Research to 
create a model 
displaying the 
environment, 
food, clothing, 
shelter, tools, 
and 
transportation 
for their chosen 
tribe. 
 
 

The construction of the Native American Environment 
is best done in one entire day.  This gives the students 
plenty of time to work and enough time to clean up 
before going home.  They will work hard all day!   
 
Set your classroom up so the students are sitting with 
other people from their chosen tribe.  This helps 
because they get ideas and help from each other.  
Have groups discuss and brainstorm how to build their 
house.  Give each group the flip chart book of the tribe 
and shelter they plan to build. 
 
Have the students create a removable roof so they can 
create the interior of the shelter. 
 
The Native American Environment is the assessment 
for this unit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flip Chart Books for 
each tribe 
 
Materials for 
students to use 
 
Hot Glue Guns 
 
Glue Sticks 
 
Native American 
Environment Scoring 
Guide. 
(WS#10) 
 
Native American 
Signs  
(TE#3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is a great day 
to invite your 
parents to stop in 
and help in your 
classroom. 
 

Review Hot Glue 
Gun Safety. 
 

Remind students to 
move about the 
room safely so they 
do not run into 
someone else’s 
environment. 
 

Once finished, have 
students write their 
name on their 
Native American 
Environment 
Scoring Guide & 
leave it on top of 
their environment 
for easier grading.  
 

Have a counter or 
table set up for 
freebies.  This is 
where students can 
discard extra stuff 
they brought but 
did not use.  

 



Tillamook Plank House 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Tillamook Plank House 

Courtesy of the Oregon Historical Society  Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 



Do not start by adding soil.  First glue everything down to a clean box.   

To  make  the  walls  more  stable,  make  wall 
braces  by  bending  sticks  in  half  and  gluing 
them to the box and to the wall. 

To make the plank house walls, glue together 
panels of wooden craft sticks.   Place it in the 
corner of the box for added stability. 

The end walls need to be slanted so the roof will be at 
an angle. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 © Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Fill  the  inside  and outside of  
the  plank  house  with  items 
the Tillamook used. 
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Make  a  roof  using  panels  of 
glued craft sticks that you can 
lift off. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Chinook Plank House 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 



Chinook Plank House 

Plank House Interior 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 
Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 



To make the plank house walls, glue together 
panels of craft sticks.   Place it in the corner of 
the box for added stability. 

To make the walls more stable, make wall 
braces by bending sticks in half and gluing 
them to the box and to the wall. 

Do not begin by adding soil.  First glue everything down to a clean box.   

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Fill the    inside and outside of 
the  plank  house  with  items 
the Chinook used. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Make a roof using panels of glued 
craft sticks.  Fix the roof so that it 
can be lifted off. 

Or  leave  an  opening 
to see the inside. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 © Anna Meunier, 2008 



Takelma Plank House 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Takelma Plank House 

Courtesy of the Oregon Historical Society Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 



Do not start by adding soil.  First glue everything down to a clean box.   

To  make  the  walls  more  stable,  make  wall 
braces  by  bending  sticks  in  half  and  gluing 
them to the box and to the wall. 

To make the plank house walls, glue together 
panels of wooden craft sticks.   Place it in the 
corner of the box for added stability. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 © Anna Meunier, 2008 



Fill the    inside and outside of 
the  plank  house  with  items 
the Takelma used. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Make  a  roof  using  panels  of 
glued craft sticks that you can 
lift off. 

Or  leave  an  opening 
to see the inside. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Curtis, Edwards S., 1868-1952 Library of Congress 

Klamath Earth Covered Lodge 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Klamath Earth Covered Lodge 

Courtesy of the Oregon Historical Society Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 



Do not start by adding soil.  First glue everything down to a clean box.   

Begin by gluing four sticks down as corner posts.  Connect the four posts with sticks. 

Next glue support sticks around the square. 

Glue moss to the support sticks. 
© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Fill  the  inside  and outside of  
the earth covered  lodge with 
items  the  Klamath  Native 
Americans used. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 © Anna Meunier, 2008 
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      Northern Paiute Wikiup 



Northern Paiute Wikiup 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 
Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 



Do not start by adding soil.  First glue everything down to a clean box.   

Begin by gluing a long flexible stick or pipe cleaner into a circle.   

Next, glue 4 strong, straight, sticks down inside of the circle.  Weave pipe cleaners or small 
flexible sticks around the sticks to create the wikiup frame. 

Ways to make grass mats: 
1.  Make the grass mats by bundling hay in thin bundles using pipe cleaners or string.  Trim the edges. 

2.  Make grass mats out of paper grocery bags.  Cut out the mats in the shape of a square.  Draw    

     two lines across the square.  Cut strips up to the lines creating fringe.   

3.  Perhaps you can create another way to make grass mats. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 © Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Glue the mats to the wikiup frame. 

Fill the inside and outside of the wikiup with items the Northern Paiute used. 

Top View 

Inside the wikiup. 
© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Marc Shan-   Nez Perce Mat Long House 



Nez Perce Mat Long House 

Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society 
Faun Rae Hosey, artist. From Jeff Zucker, Kay Hummel & Bob Høgfoss 

Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs, An Atlas & Introduction 

(Portland: Western Imprints, The Press of the Oregon Historical Society, 1983). 



Do not begin by adding soil.  First glue everything down to a clean box.   

Begin by taking 7 wooden skewers or straight sticks.  Glue the 
sticks down to the box to form the frame as shown in the     
picture.  This is best done with partners helping each other. 

Next  add  cross bars   on 
the frame to support the 
mats. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Glue the mats to the frame. 

Ways to make grass mats: 
1.  Make the grass mats by bundling hay in thin bundles using pipe cleaners or string and hot glue.  Trim the edges. 

2.  Make grass mats out of paper grocery bags.  Cut out the mats in the shape of a square.  Draw    

     two lines across the square.  Cut strips up to the lines creating fringe.   

3.  Perhaps you can create another way to make grass mats. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Fill the  inside and outside of the mat long house with items the Nez Perce used. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 © Anna Meunier, 2008 
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     Nez Perce Tipi  Marc Shan-



Nez Perce Tipi 

Grass Mat Tipi Bison Skin Tipi 

Edward S. Curtis, Library of congress  Edward S. Curtis, Library of congress 



Do not start by adding soil.  First glue everything down to a clean box.   

Start by taking 8 wooden skewers or straight sticks.  Intertwine a 
rubber band around the top of the skewers threading through 
and around the sticks.  The rubber band should be loose enough 
that the sticks are in a loose bundle and will separate a bit when 
laid down.                                                              

The bundle should be  loose enough  that  the 
sticks can be separated out to form the shape 
of the tipi.  If the rubber band is too tight, the 
tipi will not stand alone.   

Top View 

Evenly  space  the  sticks  and  hot  glue 
the  sticks  down  to  the  box.    This  is 
easier  to  do  if  two  people  work         
together. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Hot  glue  everything  down  before  adding 
any soil. 

1.   2.   

To make the tipi cover:  

1.  Cut down the side crease of a grocery bag and then cut the bottom off.   

2.   Wad  it up, scrunch  it, squeeze  it, rub  it together, open  it up, and repeat several times until 
the bag feels like cloth or soft leather.  

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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3.  Draw this shape on the paper bag and cut it out. 

4.  Glue 2 wooden skewers to the edge of the cover as shown.   

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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5. Drape the tipi cover over the tipi poles.  Roll the cover back around the glued skewers until an 
open door way is created.  Trim the cover if needed to fit around the tipi poll frame.  

6. Glue the top of the door opening together.  Add toothpicks and trim off the tips to make them 
shorter. 

                                                                                                      

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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7.  Fill the inside and outside of the tipi with items the Nez Perce used. 

© Anna Meunier, 2008 
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Chinook 
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Takelma 
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Klamath 

Klamath 
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Nez Perce` 
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Northern Paiute 
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Lesson Objectives Lesson Plan Materials: 
 

Teaching Tip Curriculum 
Integration 

11 
 
 

 
 
 

Culminating activity:  Invite parents and other classes 
to your classroom to tour your Native American 
Museum.  As the visitors circulate, the students share 
the items in their Native American Environments and 
answer questions. 
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Lesson Objectives Lesson Plan Materials: 
 

Teaching Tip Curriculum 
Integration 

12 Identify the 9 
federally 
recognized 
tribes of Oregon 

 
For a Map of the 9 Federally Recognized Tribes, go to: 

http://www.npaihb.org/member_tribes/oregon_mem

ber_tribes 

 

Talking Points to share with your students about the 9 

federally recognized tribes written by the Grande 

Ronde Tribe: 

What Does It Mean to be Federally Recognized? 

 These tribes all have sovereignty 

o Sovereignty: The act of having 

independent power (political, social 

and economic, or being free.) 

o Sovereignty is a privilege, not a right. 

o The U.S. government recognizes the 

tribes as self-governing nations. 

o There is a government-to-government 

relationship between federally 

recognized tribes and the U.S. 

government. 

 All of these tribes, except for the Warm Springs 

Tribe, were terminated and then had to be 

restored. 

o Termination: Loss of federal 

recognition, loss of all treaty rights and 

land. 

   

http://www.npaihb.org/member_tribes/oregon_member_tribes
http://www.npaihb.org/member_tribes/oregon_member_tribes


 

o More tribes were terminated in 

Oregon than in any other region in the 

United States. 

o A total of 63 tribes were terminated in 

Oregon. 

 

Here is a magazine that you can print and use to help 

your students understand how the Oregon Native 

Americans live today: 

http://www.tamastslikt.org/userfiles/file/OregonIsIndi

anCountryStudentMag.pdf 

 

More information about Oregon’s 9 federally 
recognized tribes and their aboriginal boundaries may 
be found at their individual websites.  Be sure to 
review website content before sharing with fourth 
grade students. 
 

1. Burns Paiute Tribe:  http://www.burnspaiute-
nsn.gov 
 
2. Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua & 
Siuslaw Indians: http://ctclusi.org 
 
3. Coquille Indian Tribe: 
http://www.coquilletribe.org 
 
4. Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians: 
http://www.cowcreek.com 
 

http://www.tamastslikt.org/userfiles/file/OregonIsIndianCountryStudentMag.pdf
http://www.tamastslikt.org/userfiles/file/OregonIsIndianCountryStudentMag.pdf
http://www.burnspaiute-nsn.gov/
http://www.burnspaiute-nsn.gov/
http://ctclusi.org/
http://www.coquilletribe.org/
http://www.cowcreek.com/


 

 

 
5. The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde: 
http://www.grandronde.org 
 
6. The Klamath Tribes: 
http://www.klamathtribes.org 
 
7. The Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians: 
http://ctsi.nsn.us 
 
8. The Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation: http://ctuir.org 

 

        9. The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs   

        http://www.warmsprings.com 

 
At this time you may want to go back to the Indians In 
Oregon Today, Curriculum from Lessons 6, 7, & 8 to 
complete some of the other lessons.  It covers 
information on how Oregon Indians have evolved and 
changed over time and how they are still an important 
part of Oregon today.  The lessons present important 
information that will help your students have a greater 
understanding of the lives of the Oregon Indians.  
These lessons will fall under the state standard 4.21 
Analyze historical accounts related to Oregon to 
understand cause-and-effect. 
 

http://www.grandronde.org/
http://www.klamathtribes.org/
http://ctsi.nsn.us/
http://ctuir.org/
http://www.warmsprings.com/
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